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RESOLUTION

ADOPTING THE RANK 3 RIO GRANDE BOULEVARD CORRIDOR PLAN; ADOPTING A

DESIGN OVERLAY ZONE AND AMENDING ZONE MAPS TO [ILLUSTRATE THE

BOUNDARIES OF THIS ZONE.

WHEREAS, the Council, the Governing Body of the City of
Albuguerque, has the authority to adopt plans for physical
development within the planning and platting Jurisdiction of the
City as authorized by New Mexico Statutes and by the City Charter as
allowed under home rule provisions of the Constitution of the State
of New Mexico; and

WHEREAS, the Council recognizes the need for Rank Three plans to
guide the Ctty, County, other agencies, property owners and other
individuals to ensure orderly development and effective use of
resources; and

WHEREAS, corridor plans are Rank Three plans; and

WHEREAS, the Council recognizes the need for design regulations
and guidelines for Rio Grande Boulevard public r1ght-0f—way. and
lands adjacent to it to improve nonmotorized travel and to enhance
the historic, residential and landscape characteristics of the plan
area's river valley location; and

WHEREAS, the Council recognizes that 1t recommended the Ri

Grande Boulevard Corridor Plan be undertaken to ensure that these

goals be attained; and
WHEREAS, the Council recognizes the need for public projects to
improve the public right-of-way for both motorized and nonmotorized

travel; and
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WHEREAS, the Riu Grande Boulevard Corridor Plan has been

developed by the City of Albuyuergue Planning Division with the
dssislance of nelghborhood ygroups, property ovwners and the official
planning bodies hdaving jurisdiction over the plan area in accordance
wilh the interesls and needs of Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor and
residents and property owners das expressed through public meetings;
and

WHEREAS, the Envirunmental Planning Commission, in its advisory
role on all matters related Lo planning, zoning dand environmential

prolection recommended the adoption of the Rio Grande Boulevard

Corridur Plan, at 4a public hearing October 27, 1988, finding the

plan consistenl with the provisions of the Albugquerque/Bernalillo

County Cumprehensive Plan.
BC {7 RESOLVED BY IHE COUNCIL, THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CI1Y OF
ALBUQUERQUE :

Section 1. The Rlu_Grdnde Boulevard Corridor Plan, attached

hereto and made pdart of this Resoluttion Vs hereby adopled das a Rank
three Plan. All development and in:proveupent activities within the
plan darea shdll bLe guided by this plan excepting the H 1 Zone dand
H-1 Buffer Zoune.

Section 2. The ODesign Overlay Zune, shown on Figure 21 of Lhe

Rig Grande Buulevard Corrldor Plan, ts hereby mapped ds an amendment

to the City of Albuguerque Zune Map.

Section 3. It is recummended that the Design Overlay Zone be
presented to the Landmdarks and Urban Conservation Commission so they
may consider incorpurating the Desiygn QOverlay Zoune regulalions angd
guidelines inlo the H-1 Zune and H-1 Buffer Zone Guidelines.

Section 4. C'll“y Departmenls are instructed to consider public
right-of-way improvements proposed on pages 57, 59, 61, 62, and
Appendix K of the attached plan for timely inclusion in the Capital
[mplementation Program dand, when dpproprliate, in Spectal Assessment

Districts.

590-1
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RESOLUTION NO. 6-89

ADOPTING THE PRANK 3 RIQ GRANDE BOULEVARD CORRIDOR PLAN; ADCPTING A

DESIGN CVERLAY ZCNE AND AMENDING ZCNE MAPS TQ ILLUSTRATE THE BOUNDARIES
OF THIS ZONE.

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners, the Governing Body of the
County of Bernalillo, has the authority to adopt plans for physical
development within County jurisdiction as authorized by New Mexico
Statutes; and

WHEREAS, the Board recognizes the need for PRank Three plans
consistent with the Comprehensive Plan to guide the (City, County, other

agencies, property owners and other individuals to ensure orderly

- development and effective use of resources; and

WHEREAS, corridor plans are Rank Three plans; and

HHEREAS, the Board recognizes the need for design regulations and
guidelines for Rio Grande Boulevard public right-of-way and Tlands
adjacent to it to improve nonmotorized travel and to enhance the
nistoric, residential and landscape characteristics of the plan area's
river valley location; and

HEREAS, the Board recognizes the need for public prcjects tc improve
the public right-of-way for both motorized and nonmotorized travel; and

WHEREAS, the Rio Grande Boulevard {orridor Plan has been developed by
the City of Albuquerque Planning Department's Planning Division with the
assistance of neighborhood groups, property owners and the official
planning bodies having jurisdiction over the plan area in accordance with
the interests and needs of Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor and residents

and property owners as expressed throuch public meetings; and
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WHEREAS, the County Planning Commissicn, in its advisory role on all
matters related to planning, =zoning and environmental protecticn

recommended the adoption of the Ric Grande Boulevard Corrider Plan, at a

public hearing November 2, 1988, finding the plan consistent with the

provisions of the Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BCARD OF COUMTY COMMISSIONERS, THE GOVERNING
BODY OF THE CCUNTY OF BERNALILLG, NEW MEXICO:

Section 1. The Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor Plan, attached heretc

and made part of this Resolution is hereby adopted as a Rank Three Plan
with the following amendments: I

1. In the Table of Contents and everywhere it appears on page
8, change term:

[ebjectivets] to general technique(s).

2. On page 39, 1.B, change text to read:
“The corridor shall be made accessible for people with
physical disabilities by initiating capital implementation projects that
include constructing wheelchair curb ramps at street intersections,

providing & minimum unobstructed sidewalk width of [8] six (6) feet

[

(allowing two wheelchairs or a wheelchair and pedestrian)*...

3. On page 3%, 1.B, move the Tast sentence in 1.B to a
footnote. Place a * before the footnote text.

4. 0On page 39, 1.C substitute ** for [*] in lieu thereof.

5. On page 39, amend the existing footnote to read as follows:
“x*The Sidewalk Ordinance (8-[316-128. and E. Revistd Ordinances of

'

Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1974 states that..." (See Appendix C., page C-8
of this plan.)"

6. To clarify page 41, 2.B, add the following wording after
the third sentence of the Land Use and Zoning section introductory text
on page 40:

The first 150 feet of most properties located along Rio Grande

Beulevard in the northern portion of Subarea 2 between Interstate 40 and

Indian School Road are zoned for commercial land uses. Remaining

portions of these properties have residential zoning. Because these 1ots
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project into the adjacent residential neighborhood at varying cepths,

zone change requests to allow additional commercial development should be

judged individually to prevent harm to the neighborhood. This plan does

not assume thit either commercial or residential zoning is appropriate

for the remaining portions of all properties with existing dual zoning.

7. n page 43, add the following statement after the last
sentence in 5.A.:

If the H-1 Buffer Zone boundaries increase to include areas

originally mapped in the Design Cverlay zone in this plan, changes to

these affected properties shall be approved by the LUCC.

8. On page 45, reference to 6.A, add the following footnote.
Place a * before the footnote text:

The Subarea 4 pavement surface recommended by the plan is meant

to test a handicap accessible surface treatment acceptable to plan area

residents. The two surfaces suggested by the plan have been used

extensively on trails in National Parks. Because this plan subarea 1is

only one half mile Tong, it will be ideal as a pilot project. These

treatments may prove to be acceptable in other portions of the Valley,

but this 9isolated project is not meant to set precedent until it is

monitored and evaluated for maintenance over the Tlong run, These

treatments are considerably less expensive to install than sidewalk, curb

and gutter, but should only be installed where there is adequate

right-of-way to separate the pedestrian trail from traffic Tanes with

landscaping, a depression or some other device to prevent vehicles from

encroaching on pedestrian space. (See cost estimates in Appendix K. )

9. Cn page 48, in Pclicy 9, delete the next to last sentence:
[AF}-3andscapd Hg--phatrs - shadd--b e~ -reviewed - by--a- Lity--Landse ape
architectsr]

A1l landscaping plans for public projects in the public

right-of-way and on other publicly owned lands shall be reviewed by a

landscape architect employed by the City to ensure compliance with the

Design Overlay Zone regulations of this plan.

10. On page 50, add the following statements after the last

vi
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sentence in the introductory paragraph:

Regulations have the force of law. Guidelines are advisory.

(See Comprehensive Zoning Code, Design Overlay Zone, Section 39F,

paragraph 3, page 121 in Appendi. G-1 of this plan.)

11. On page 52, on 11.8.2 delete the first sentence:

[0nly--lardscaping - and--~valkways--shatl-be - J-ocated - between--the
public-right-of-way-and-the-sireei-facade-of-nonrresidential-byildings~]

12. 0On page 52, amend 11.B.2 to read:

"No driveways or pa.aing lots paralleling Rio Grande Boulevard
shall be Tlocated between new nonresidential buildings and the public
right-of-way."

13. On page 52, create a new 11.C. subsection, Building

Setbacks, under Site Design Regulations.

14. On page 54, [34:B<2<] then becomes 11.C.

15. On page 52, change all consecutive numbering after the new
11.C. to be consistent. Wall and Fence regulations now numbered [}d:6x+
11:6:35-3+Go~-332€-3] and [}3:6:-4-] are renumbered 11.0D., 11.D.1.,

11.0.2., 11.D.3. and 11.D.4. respectively.

References to 11.D. under 11.C.1. will now read "(See Design
Overlay Zone regulations under [}}:B-] 11.E. for landscaping
éequirements.

16. On page 53, amend the first sentence in 11.D. (now 11.E.)
to read:

"Al11 landscaping plans shall be reviewed by a [Ci#~-lareseape

architect] landscape architect employed by the City."

17. On page 53, Landscaping regulations now numbered [}3:8-5

}11-9-3-3 are renumbered 11.F. 11.E.1., delete [}3:6-2-], [}3:6-3-]

becomes 11.E.2., [33-B=4=] becomes 11.€.2. and [33:B+5-] becomes 11.E.4.
18. 0On page 55, Off-Street Parking regulations now numbered
(13- 3Rt B 2= B3 -5-33:6-42 ) and [33:E<B-] are renumbered

11.F., 11.F.0., 11.F.2., 11.F.3., 11.F.4., and 11.F.5. respectively.

Change text on page 55 following 11.E.5. to read:

"Refer to regulations 33z6-} 11.0.1 and 33:B<4 11.E.3., for
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additional wall and landscaping requirements."
Change all illustration numbers associated with the Design Cverlay
regulations of this plan to be consistent with the renumbering.
19. On page 45, amend the first part o Regulations 6.A to read:
“Regulation 6.a. “These sidewalk treatments shall be used in new

construction to accentuate the basic characteristics of each subarea:

Subarea 1: Brushed concrete with curb anad gutter
Subarea 2: Combination of brushed concrete and red brick

with curb and gutter in one of the three illusurated patterns.”

On page 45, insert three illustrations adjacent to __
these statements as attached and hereby made part of this resolution.
Section 2. All development and improvement activities within the
plan area shall be guided by this plan excepting the H-1 Zone and H-1
Buffer Zone.
Section 3. The Design Overlay Zone, shown on Figure 21 of the Rio

Grande Boulevard Corridor Plan as attached and hereby made part c¢f this

resolution, is herzsby mapped as an amendment to the County of Bernalillo
Zone Map for the following properties:

Tract C, Land cf Ann Simms Clark (comprising tracts 341C, 3A2,
381, 3B2, 4 and 5, Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District Map 31); Tract
D, Land of Ann Simms Clark (comprising tracts 3A1C, 3A2, 3B1, 3B2, 4 and
5, Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District Map No. 31); North portion of
LT 2 Plat of Lands of Baca and Chavez, (Tract 86, Middle Rio Grande
Conservancy District Map 31); North portion of LT 1 Plat of Lands ¢f Baca
and Chavez, (Tract 86, Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District Map 31);
Tracts S2A, 89A, 89B, 91, S0A, (Aurelio (Candelaria Subdivisicn, Middle
Rio Grande Conservancy District Map 31); Tract A, Lands of Lois Law,
(replacing Tracts 217A and 22A, Middle Rio Grande Conservancy Map 31);
Tracts 250 and 251, (Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District Map 31);
Tract D2, Lands of Dale J. Bellamah; and Lot D-1-B, Lands cf Dale J.

Bellamah.

viii



[Bracketed-Materbal] - Deletion

Underscored Material - New

10
"
12
13
14
15

16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

PASSED and ADOPTED this 21st day of  February , 1989.

BOARD QF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

—
e
ory, aba N aIWHanA / "
i )/0{] / ‘\ﬁ___
b Iy
«l,‘/ /é L‘ J/_ &,\_«\A(/
N GnTﬁE?%NJV3ce Chairman

Eugene

Ll i _
PaLr\c1a Cassidy, Member —/

,,\///75741/(Z AL z%?7/,///?_

Jacqﬁe yn/Schaefér Member

ATTEST:

Do KAt
/Qbéléuiaﬂ M Sennin
G

adys M. Davis, County Clerk




OFFICIAL NOTICE
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATCNESS

CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
REDEVELOPMENT DIVISION

P.0. Box 1293

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

DATC: February 9, 1989
NOTIFICATION OF DECISION

FILE: LUCC-89-4

Paula Donahue

City of Albuquerque

Planning Division '
Planning Department

This is to inform you that on _ February 1, 1989 the Landmarks and Urban

Conservation Commission took the following action:

The Commission adopted the Design Overlay Zone portion of the Rio Grande

Corridor Plan for the H~1 Zone and the H-1 Buffer Zone.

If you wish to appeal this decision, you may do so by February 16, 1989

the manner described below. A filing fee of $50 is required.

Appeal to City Council. Any person aggrieved with any determination

in

of

the Landmarks and Urban Conservation Commission acting under this
ordinance may file an appecal to the City Council by submitting written
application to the Economic Development Department within 15 days of the
Landmarks and Urban Conscrvation Commission's decision. The date the
determination in question is issued is not included in the 15-day period
for filing an appeal, and il the fifteenth day falls on a Saturday,
Sunday, or holiday as listed in the Merit System Ordinance, the next
working day is considered as the deadline for filing the appeal. The City
Council may decline to hear the appeal if it finds that all City plans,
policies, and ordinances have been properly followed. If it decides that
all City plans, policies, and ordinances have not been properly followed,
it shall hear the appeal. Such apppeal, if heard, shall be heard within

60 days of its filing.

Successful applicants are reminded that other regulations of the City must be
complied with, even after approval of the referenced application(s). Approval

of this case does not constitute approval of plans for a building permit.

You

should take two copies of your plans to the Building and Inspection Divison of

the City to initiate a building permit.

Singerely,
VIM i
Victoria Prinz

Planner

X Letter of

Advise



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
PURPOSE

The Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor Plan introduces policies, regulations
and projects to improve nonmotorized travel in the public right-of-way and to
enhance existing corridor qualities: visible evidence of area history, river
valley landscapes, southwestern architectural styles and regional building
materials.

This corridor plan was requested by North Valley residents concerned about
Rio Grande Boulevard 1losing the historic, residential and landscape
characteristics of its river valley Jlocation. The boulevard passes by
historic buildings and through historic districts and village sites. North of
Indian School Road largely residential land uses, ditch bank vegetation and
informal residential landscaping adjacent to the roadway help to establish the
corridor's valley identity. South of Indian School Road building styles are
influenced by their proximity to Historic 01d Town. The boulevard has the
potential to make a tremendous visual impression on the many tourists and
Albuquerque residents who travel on it to Old Town, the Museum of Albuquerque
and New Mexico Natural History Museum, the Rio Grande Nature Center and the
rural North Valley, while better serving those who live and work along it.

JURISDICTION

The City of Albuquerque Planning Department has prepared this document for
adoption by City Council and the Bernalillo County Commission and endorsement
by the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District and New Mexico State Highway
Department.

The plan area contains approximately 279 acres, primarily Rio Grande
Boulevard public right-of-way and immediately  adjacent properties.
Approximately 11 acres of the total are outside Albuquerque municipal
boundaries. Although designated a State roadway, Rio Grande Boulevard is
maintained by the City of Albuquerque within plan area boundaries. The plan
area also includes Interstate 40 (I-40) on- and off-ramps, the Interstate
40/Rio Grande Boulevard underpass and small portions of Middle Rio Grande
Conservancy District right-of-way.

SCOPE

Most plan policies, regulations and project proposals are for the public
right-of-way. A Design Overlay Zone regulates the public right-of-way and
adjacent properties. Other suggested projects and programs may be undertaken
voluntarily by plan area residents and business owners.

SUBAREAS

To discuss existing corridor character, issues and opportunities, the plan
area 1is divided into subareas. Differences in the public right-of-way
distinguish each subarea: total right-of-way width, number of traffic lanes,
traffic volume and present modes of  transportation. Predominant
characteristics of adjacent properties further distinguish each plan subarea,
including Tand uses, zoning, architectural styles, building setback from the
pubtic right-of-way, Tandscaping and views.
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ISSUES

The two major plan area issues are improving the public right-of-way for
nonmotorized travel and sustaining valley character in and adjacent to the
right-of-way. Nonmotorized travel in the public right-of-way is dangerous and
inconvenient. Sidewalks are substandard and inaccessible to people with
physical disabilities. Bicycle lanes double as walkways, parking areas and
bus stops. Equestrians have difficulty crossing the boulevard. The absence
of Tlandscaping within the public right-of-way detracts from the corridor's
valley setting. Finally, existing zoning regulations do not include
sufficient design requirements to sustain the corridor's valley identity.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS

The plan establishes both general policies and regulations for
transportation, land use, education, and citizen involvement, and a Design
Overlay Zone containing policy and regulations for the entire plan area
excepting the H-1 and H-1 buffer zones. Transportation policies and
regulations should improve access for people with physical disabilities,
encourage a continuous pedestrian system, and improve bicycle lanes and
equestrian crossings. Public education and plan implementation policies will
ensure continued citizen involvement in making decisions for the plan area.
The Design Overlay Zone regulates streetscape design and landscaping in the
public right-of-way and architectural style, site design, landscaping, signs
and site lighting on properties adjacent to the boulevard.

PROJECT PROPOSALS

Projects requiring capital investment are listed and illustrated
separately for the four consolidated plan subareas. Proposed capital project
charts identify each proposed capital project and its location, estimate costs
in 1988 dollars, identify responsible implementing agencies and star project
priorities. (See Appendix K.) Proposed voluntary landscaping clinics,
planting programs and seasonal displays will involve area residents and
businesses in reinforcing existing North Valley residential tandscaping
character.

IMPLEMENTATION

This Rank Three corridor plan will be implemented jointly by City and
County government, area residents, business people and property owners. The
City will coordinate projects with the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District,
the New Mexico State Highway Department and major utility companies, will
solicit funding for and will schedule and implement capital projects. The
City and County will be responsible for adhering to plan policies and
enforcing plan regulations. A Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor Coalition will be
initiated to coordinate neighborhood projects and monitor plan progress.
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INTRODUCTION

This corridor plan was requested by North Valley residents concerned about
Rio Grande Boulevard losing the elements that make it a scenic roadway, the
historic, residential and Tlandscape characteristics of its river valley
location. The boulevard passes by historic buildings, districts and village
sites in both commercial and residential areas. Historic southwestern
architectural styles are located along the entire corridor. Ditch bank
vegetation and informal residential landscaping adjacent to the roadway north
of Indian School Road help to establish the corridor's valley identity.
Because Rio Grande Boulevard is in the valley flood plain, the roadway and its
immediate surroundings are extremely important place-makers. MWhile buildings,
walls and vegetation adjacent to the boulevard often obscure views of
Albuquerque's regional landmarks (the Sandia Mountains, the escarpment and the
volcanoes), they strongly establish area identity.

The boulevard has the potential to make a tremendous visual impression on
the many tourists and Albuquerque residents who travel it to O01d Town,
restaurants, hotels, the Albuquerque Museum, the New Mexico Natural History
Museum, the Rio Grande Nature Center, the Riverside Drain bike trail, adjacent
North Valley neighborhoods and the rural North Valley. <(See Figure 2, page 3.)

Rio Grande Boulevard requires some public and private initiatives to
develop its full potential. Much of the public right-of-way (land acquired
primarily for the use of the public for the movement of people, goods and
vehicles) 1is now a characterless swath of asphalt roadway, intermittent
concrete sidewalks, signs and overhead utilities. Vehicular traffic dominates
all other activities. Missing and substandard sidewalks force pedestrians to
share on-street bicycle Tlanes with bicyclists and buses. The absence of
public Tlandscaping and streetscape treatments that could give the boulevard
visual coherence undermines its importance as a historical roadway and gateway
to the cultural amenities of this city.

Despite its present shortcomings, Rio Grande Boulevard has the potential
to become a street that highlights valley history, reflects the rural
character of its surrounding neighborhoods and captures the vitality of its
focal point, 0l1d Town. This plan provides mechanisms for reintroducing
adjacent neighborhood character in and adjacent to the public right-of-way
while providing for vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle transportation needs and
recreational trail crossings. The plan establishes a Design Overlay Zone for
the entire plan area, excepting the H-1 and H-1 buffer =zones, and
transportation, land use, public education and citizen involvement policies
and regulations for the public right-of-way. Capital projects are proposed
for the public right-of-way and voluntary programs are suggested.

PLAN AREA BOUNDARIES AND JURISDICTIONS

Because the plan's focus is the boulevard, the 3.7 mile long Rio Grande
Boulevard Corridor Plan area includes primarily public right-of-way and
immediately adjacent lots between Alhambra Avenue on the south and Montano
Road on the north. Nonresidentially zoned lots and single lots with two
zoning designations adjacent to properties abutting the boulevard are also
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included within plan boundaries. . The plan area contains approximately 279
acres. Approximately 11 acres of the total are outside Albuquerque municipal
boundaries. (See Figure 2, page 3.)

Although Rio Grande Boulevard is designated a State highway, the City of
Albuguerque now performs minor road maintenance within plan area boundaries.
A City, County and State joint agreement to remove Rio Grande Boulevard from
the State Highway system is pending. Therefore, if major reconstruction is
proposed, the State Highway Department will not be involved. The plan area
also includes New Mexico State Highway Interstate 40 on- and off-ramps, the
Interstate 40/Rio Grande Boulevard underpass and small portions of Middle Rio
Grande Conservancy District right-of-way.

The City of Albuquerque Planning Department has prepared this document for
adoption by City Council and the Bernalillo County Commission and endorsement
by the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District and State Highway Department.

PLAN RANKING

Corridor plans and sector development plans are Rank Three plans. All
Rank Three plans must be consistent with and Tead to the implementation of all
other higher ranking plans and adopted ordinances for the same geographic
area. This includes the Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan (the
Rank One plan for the County and City), Rank Two area and facilities plans,
and ordinances such as the Comprehensive City Zoning Code, the County Zoning
Code, the City of Albuquerque Subdivision Ordinance, the Sidewalk_Ordinance
the Street Tree Ordinance, the Curb Cut Ordinance and the City Forester
Ordinance. (See Appendix C.)

Four adopted sector development plans also overlap Rio Grande Boulevard
Corridor Plan boundaries: Huning Castle/Raynolds, O1d Town, Sawmill and Los
Duranes. (See Figure 3, page 5.) In case of conflicting policies or
~requlations, the more stringent policies and regulations shall apply.
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BOULEVARD HISTORY

Rio Grande Boulevard and Albuquerque's North Valley share almost three
hundred years of history. A winding dirt track located approximately where
Rio Grande Boulevard is today may have been a portion of El Camino Real, the
royal road which stretched over one thousand miles from Mexico City to Santa
Fe. This river road connected scattered 18th Century Spanish farm settlements
Los Duranes, Los Candelarias and Los Griegos with the Villa de Alburquerque*
de San Felipe (today's historic Old Town Piaza). The farm settlements are now
valley neighborhoods.

A succession of human developments has shaped the North Valley's
character. To assure access to early irrigation ditches, land was divided
into long narrow lots. Some of this land subdivision still exists in the Rio
Grande Boulevard Corridor Plan area. The Middle Rio Grande Conservancy
District irrigation and drainage system transformed the valley by allowing
agriculture, home building and other development on what had previously been
swampy, undevelopable land. City annexation brought paved roads, water and
sewer service which encouraged more intense development. Newer subdivisions
generally ignore the need to access irrigation ditches as a water source.

When the railroad arrived in 1880, it was located one mile east of the
original settlement, thus bypassing Old Town. Modern Albuquerque started
developing to the east, while the valley remained primarily rural. In the
1920's when the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District drained valley swamps,
interest in valley lands revived and housing developments increased along Rio
Grande Boulevard. Continued valley area growth brought about boulevard
widening in the 1950's, Interstate 40 contributed additional vehicular
traffic after it was built in the 1960's.

Boulevard widening projects removed many front yards and the informal
pedestrianway that tree-shaded road shoulders once provided. Increased
traffic now inhibits neighbors from visiting along the boulevard's residential
areas and pedestrians from contributing to the street 1ife along the
boulevard's commercial areas. Development continues to replace fields,
orchards and scattered houses adjacent to the boulevard.

HISTORIC PLACES

The boulevard passes through two formally recognized historic places, Old
Town and Los Griegos. The Historic 0Old Town plaza and surrounding area
located east of the boulevard is protected by H-1 zoning. Los Griegos is a
National and State designated historic district without any local protection.
Individual historic structures, historically important irrigation ditches, and
the edges of old village sites, Los Duranes and Los Candelarias and other more
recent historic settlements such as the Sawmill neighborhood, are also located
along the boulevard. (See Figure 2, page 3 and Appendix A.)> Only Historic
01d Town plaza and a buffer zone around it are protected from incompatible
development.

* Alburquerque is the original historically accurate spelling.
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Council Bill R-269, 74-1987 recommends that a public input process be
initiated to determine if a Historic Overlay Zone should be established to
protect buildings in Los Griegos Historic District. A Historic Overlay Zone
(HO Zone) would not control land uses, but would preserve the distinctive
character of the area. Historic Overlay Zone guidelines are prepared by the
Landmarks and Urban Conservation Commission (LUCC) for each designated
historic overlay zone. Guidelines may address building scale, demolition
control and design of new construction. The Commission may require review and
approval before exterior work, new construction or demolitions are begun.

PLANNING PROCESS

Citizen participation has been an integral part of this plan. Area
residents, property owners and business people worked together to identify
issues, formulate goals, suggest projects, and evaluate and assign priority to
plan proposals.

Citizens helped initiate the planning process during the May 22, 1985
Council District 2 Town Meeting by requesting a study to determine and
preserve boulevard character. Planning staff and a six member advisory group
first determined the pretiminary scope of the plan. At the first public
meeting, staff presented information about existing conditions and citizens
listed plan area concerns and suggestions. Over fifty people signed up to
work on the plan. This citizen planning group then took boulevard walking
tours and recorded their concerns in sketch books. Planning staff
subsequently transferred all comments from sketch books and correspondence to
a plan area map.

The citizen planning group and a technical team composed of
representatives from City and County agencies, public utility companies and
groups such as the Paralyzed American Veterans of New Mexico reviewed this map
and lists of concerns and suggestions. Based on all input, citizens listed
plan objectives which staff then abstracted to general goals. After goals and
objectives were reviewed by the technical team and the citizen planning group,
they were further refined by staff and presented to the public for review and
comment.

These goals, objectives and recommendations are the basis for plan policy,
regulations and proposed projects. (See Appendix B.) A citizen task force
was formed in June 1987 to review and revise Design Overlay Zone proposals and
to assign priority to proposed capital projects in the draft plan.

ISSUES OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF THE PLAN

During public meetings people raised a few issues which are beyond the
scope of a corridor plan: preserving farmland, developing a recreational
network using irrigation ditch easements, and establishing additional zoning
requirements for entire neighborhoods. An acequia plan and North Valley Area
Plan begun by the City Planning Department will address some of these issues.
Following adoption of the North Valley Area Plan, sector plans can be
initiated to address land use and zoning for areas needing special attention
outside Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor Plan boundaries.



PLAN GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The plan's policies, regulations and projects are derived from plan goals
and objectives developed by the citizen planning group and City of Albuquerque
Planning Department staff. When translated into plan regulations and
projects, the following goals will introduce visual order, visual interest and
functional coherence on Rio Grande Boulevard while recognizing plan subarea
differences.

A. URBAN DESIGN - To develop a strong sense of place on Rio Grande Boulevard
by reinforcing the existing physical qualities that contribute to the
rural, residential or historical characters of each neighborhood in the
plan area and to promote visual order and visual interest in the public
right-of-way.

GENERAL TECHNIQUE: Establish a Design Overlay Zone with policies and
regulations for the public right-of-way and properties within the plan
area.

B. LAND USE - To ensure development compatibility with existing land uses.

GENERAL TECHNIQUE: Continue to control residential densities and 1land
uses through existing zoning.

C. TRANSPORTATION - To promote and support multimodal forms of transportation
along the corridor improve vehicular, bicycle, equestrian and pedestrian
travel on and across Rio Grande Boulevard.

GENERAL TECHNIQUES:

1. Minimize conflicts among vehicular traffic and pedestrians,
equestrians and bicyclists. Provide safe passage for all boulevard
users, including those with physical disabilities.

2. Link established trails with open space and recreational areas by
designing safe boulevard crossings.

3. Encourage increased bus ridership.

D. HISTORY AND CULTURE -~ To preserve significant historic structures and
Tandscapes and increase their visibility within the plan area.

GENERAL TECHNIQUES:

1. Identify, explain and promote historic village sites, buildings, the
irrigation system, historic 1landscapes and the history of the
boulevard.

2. Protect historic buildings identified by the Historic Landmark
Survey. <(See Appendix A-1,2,3)

E. CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT - To ensure continued citizen involvement during the
implementation phase of the plan.

GENERAL _ TECHNIQUE: Form a coalition of neighborhood association
representatives and other interested <citizens to monitor plan
implementation.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS AND ISSUES
TRANSPORTATION

Rio Grande Boulevard is an integrai part of Albuquerque's transportation
network. The boulevard serves cars, trucks, buses, bicycles and pedestrians
with varying degrees of success. Equestrians cross the boulevard at ditch
path and road intersections. The boulevard serves both 1local and Tlong
distance travellers as a commuting route to employment and as a route to Oid
Town, the museums on Mountain Road and the Rio Grande Boulevard Nature Center.

The Long Range Major Street Plan designates the boulevard a minor arterial
between Central Avenue and Alameda Boulevard. Although the standard width for
minor arterials is 86 feet, the public right-of-way is 80 feet wide between
Central Avenue and Griegos Road and 68 feet wide from Griegos Road north.
Average daily traffic flows are discussed by subarea. (See Existing
Conditions Charts, pp. 23-35.) The North Urban Area Traffic Forecasts and
Network Analysis (TM-101, Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments) projects
average weekday traffic volumes of 12,500 for the year 2010 between Interstate
40 and Montano Road on Rio Grande Boulevard. This document forecasts traffic
congestion outside the plan area between E1 Pueblo Road and Alameda
Boulevard. No traffic flow projections are developed for Rio Grande Boulevard
south of Interstate 40.

Boulevard bicycle lanes are striped from Mountain Road north to the
Griegos Lateral. (See Figure 5, page 11.) Suntran bus route 17 serves the
boulevard from Central Avenue to Montano Road and connects commuters at
Central Avenue to two routes, #15 (MWest Central/North Coors) and #51 (Hest
Central/Westgate). (See Figure 6, page 12.)

The plan area, like many other places in Albuquerque, lacks a continuous
unobstructed system of sidewalks, wheelchair curb ramps and signalized
intersections to help pedestrians reach schools, parks, recreational areas,
hotels, restaurants, shops and museums located near Rio Grande Boulevard.
Some students must cross the boulevard to reach Duranes and Reginald Chavez
(01d Town) Elementary Schools, HWashington Middle School and Valley High
School. Although students cross at various points on the boulevard, crossing
guards are provided for elementary school crossings only. (See Figure 7, page
13.)

Equestrians travel along Campbell Road to the Riverside Drain and along
the Griegos Lateral, Griegos Drain, Alameda Drain, and Campbell Ditch. They
presently cross Rio Grande Boulevard at the Griegos Lateral just south of
Montano Road, at the Campbell Ditch just south of Cherokee Road and at
Campbell Road. (See Figure 8, page 14.) Crossing at unsignalized trail
intersections has become difficult with increased traffic volumes.

Residents complain about truck traffic noise. A sample vehicle count
shows that Rio Grande Boulevard serves all types of trucks in addition to cars
and buses. Both north and southbound trucks were counted on a weekday at
Matthew Road to determine the amount of truck traffic. It was determined that
truck traffic was insufficient to require signs limiting truck access to the
boulevard. Because Rio Grande Boulevard is designated an arterial road,
Timiting truck traffic may be difficult. It is anticipated that the North
Valley Area Plan will reexamine this issue. (See Appendix D.)
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Due to road widening many buildings are very close to the roadway.
Properties adjacent to the roadway are all within the 65 Ldn noise contour.
According to the Environmental Protection Agency and Federal Highway
Administration, this contour is generally considered to be the level at which
land uses such as residences, schools, churches, parks, day and health care
facilities and certain recreational facilities can be adversely affected by
noise.

The Montano River Crossing Plan

When the Montano River Crossing Roadway Project is carried out, Rio Grande
Boulevard will be reconstructed between the Griegos Lateral and Montano Road
(a stretch of approximately 320 feet). The boulevard will gradually rise
seven feet from existing ground level at the Griegos Lateral to seven feet
above existing ground level at Montano Road. Montano Road will be excavated
to drop ten feet below existing ground level in order to pass under Rio Grande
Boulevard. No vehicular access will be allowed to or from either Rio Grande
Boulevard or Montano Road at this grade separated intersection. Rio Grande
Boulevard will include two twelve foot wide traffic lanes and two ten foot
wide asphalt shoulders for both bicycle and pedestrian use. From the roadway,
the land will slope gradually to adjacent properties.

The proposed Montano River Crossing will include slope Tlandscaping
associated with the grade separation of Montano and Rio Grande Boulevard.
Landscape plans will be coordinated with recommendations made in the Rio
Grande Boulevard Corridor Plan.

FIGURE 4

: e —— T

MONTANO RD.

Underground gas lines and above ground telephone, cable and electric lines
are located within plan area public right-of-way. Telephone, cable and
electric lines often share the same poles. Utility poles for above ground
utilities placed in sidewalks often conflict with pedestrian movement. (See
Figures 9 and 10, pages 15 and 16.) Poles were located within the public
right-of-way between Central Avenue and Mountain Road to avoid requiring
easements on historic properties. Placing utilities underground can be a
substantial cost. (See Appendix E.) For example, approximately $20,000 was
spent recently to eliminate distribution 1line visual clutter at the
intersection of Mountain Road, Romero Street and Rio Grande Boulevard.
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ADJACENT CENSUS TRACTS

Plan goals were derived partially from examining census data from larger
areas encompassing the corridor plan area. The narrow corridor plan area is
an integral part of the areas adjacent to it. The plan area contains portions
of six census tracts. From the south, tracts are 22, 25, 26, 30.01, 30.02,
and 31. The following 1980 census information about dwelling unit and
population densities, age distribution, and ethnicity is for whole or partial
tracts closest to Rio Grande Boulevard. Additional information about land
uses, zoning, predominant architectural styles, site development patterns,
views and typical landscapes is discussed by plan subarea.

Dwelling Units and Persons per Acre

Traveling north on Rio Grande Boulevard, population and housing densities
decrease. The most densely developed census tract is 26 with 4.9 dwelling
units per acre. This census tract has nearly reached its potential R-1 zoning
density. The Tleast densely populated tract is 31 with 1.3 dwelling units per
acre. This tract is primarily zoned RA-2 which would allow 3 to 4 dwelling
units per acre when fully developed. (See Figure 11, page 18.)

Age Distribution and Pedestrians

Many residents must walk along and across Rio Grande Boulevard to reach
local services, schools and parks. Most tourists experience Old Town and the
surrounding area on foot. People aged 0-17 and over 65 make up between 36%
and 47% of surrounding census tracts. Although these groups include teenagers
and older people who drive, between 4.8% and 17.4% of occupied households in
census tracts surrounding the plan area have no access to vehicles.
Regardless of the number of non-drivers, the City of Albuquerque Sidewalk
Ordinance requires pedestrian access parallel to and across minor arterials.
(See Figure 12, page 19.)

Hispanic Heritage

Many residents of census tracts encompassing the plan area are of Spanish
origin. Their continuous residence is an integral part of valtey and plan
area history. Their heritage and sense of place in the community can and
should be reflected on the boulevard. (See Figure 13, page 20.)
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PLAN SUBAREAS

To better describe existing conditions, issues and opportunities the plan
area is divided into subareas. Because implementing plan proposals will
ultimately unite the area between Central Avenue and Indian School Road, its
existing subparts are listed as 2A, 2B, 2C, and 2D.

1 Alhambra Avenue to Central Avenue

2A  Central Avenue to Mountain Road

2B Mountain Road to Interstate 40

2C Interstate 40 interchanges and underpass

2D Interstate 40 to Indian School Road

3 Indian School Road to Griegos Road

4 Griegos Road to Montano Road

SUBAREA 1: Alhambra Avenue to Central Avenue

At its southern end, Rio Grande Boulevard is a two lane collector street
passing through an urban residential neighborhood. The even shallow front
yards and small scale buildings of this residential neighborhood create a
human scale environment, although the largely unlandscaped public right-of-way
makes the street appear wider than it is. The existing six foot sidewalk set
back areas will allow the additional planting of shrubs and street trees.
Handicap accessibility is now hampered by the lack of wheelchair curb ramps at
street intersections. (See Figure 14, page 23.)

SUBAREA 2A: Central Avenue to Mountain Road

At Central Avenue the boulevard widens to a four lane minor arterial that
borders Historic Old Town. Although the street wall of small scale buildings
makes this portion of the corridor visually interesting for motorists and
potentially interesting for the many pedestrians who frequent Old Town,
pedestrian movement is difficult here. Narrow intermittent sidewalks
obstructed by building steps and utility poles are directly adjacent to the
curb. Since right-of-way is limited, on-street parking could be removed and
recaptured for pedestrians as a landscaped walkway. (See Figure 15, page 25.)

Some public investment has already been made in this subarea. An
equestrian statue and landscaping have been placed on the southeast corner of
the Mountain Road and Rio Grande Boulevard intersection. A bus stop structure
and landscaping grace the southwest corner.

SUBAREA 2B: Mountain Road to Interstate 40

The hotels and restaurants located here are conveniently close to 01d Town
and the museums on Mountain Road, but the area has no visual coherence and
pedestrian movement is inconvenient. Paved parking lots and gas stations
adjacent to the public right-of-way <create visual confusion and harsh
pedestrian environment on the boulevard.

Excess public right-of-way between Aspen Avenue and Interstate 40 and a
very long and wide median can be landscaped to visually improve this area.
(See Figure 16, page 27.) Design Overlay Zone landscaping requirements for
the public right-of-way and adjacent properties can improve the pedestrian
environment.
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SUBAREA 2C: Interstate 40

This major gateway to the North Valley and Old Town lacks visual
identity. Although hotels south of Interstate 40 are within walking distance
of restaurants located between Interstate 40 and Indian School Road, highway
on and off-ramps are difficult to cross safely because of traffic movement and
impassible for wheelchair users because there are no wheelchair curb ramps.
The highway underpass creates a psychological barrier because it is dark and
jts sidewalks are narrow. (See Figure 17, page 29.)

The highway slopes, flat areas adjacent to on and off-ramps and street
medians on Rio Grande could be landscaped with plants that are commonly found
in the North Valley. (See Appendix H.) The concrete slopes in the underpass
can be vreplaced by vertical walls to create a 1light, spacious pedestrian
walkway. Pedestrian islands in the highway ramps, sidewalks and curbs can be
reconstructed for better handicap accessibility.

SUBAREA 2D: Interstate 40 to Indian School Road

This largely vacant and underused subarea has great potential for change.
Current land uses do not all realize the full potential of existing zoning.
The public right-of-way has many of the problems noted previously. (See
Figure 18, page 31.)

SUBAREA 3: Indian School Road to Griegos Road

This subarea's irrigation ditches, low density residential land uses and
informal residential landscaping are some of the North Valley's cherished
characteristics. The wide roadway and intermittent sidewalks contrast sharply
with the graciousness of adjacent yards. The few sites with high walls and
parking lots adjacent to boulevard right-of-way interrupt the continuous green
band of front yard landscaping. Equestrians using ditch banks as an informal
trail network have difficulty crossing Rio Grande Boulevard. (See Figure 19,
page 33.)

The bus stop at the City's Rio Grande Nursery now has woodchips, a bench,
and no sidewalk. Pedestrians are barricaded from the north by a dirt
embankment at the Campbell Ditch intersection with Rio Grande Boulevard. This
extensive City owned frontage could become a pedestrian accessible bus stop in
a garden setting.

SUBAREA 4: Griegos Road to Montano Road

Just north of Griegos Road the boulevard narrows, the road shoulders widen
and sidewalks disappear. Cottonwood trees, open fields and other rural North
Valley features are predominant. Road shoulders are not generally handicap
accessible. Equestrians have difficulty crossing the boulevard at ditch bank
intersections. (See Figure 20, page 35.) HWith 1ittle capital investment,
road shoulders can be made handicap accessible and equestrian crossings can be
improved.
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THE PLAN
PLAN SUBAREA CONCEPTS

SUBAREA 1: ALHAMBRA AVENUE TO CENTRAL AVENUE
URBAN RESIDENTIAL

Public Tlandscaping, improved pedestrian access
and design regulations .to conserve existing
subarea character will tie this urban
residential area functionally and visually to
the adjacent Huning Castle/Raynolds neighborhood.

SUBAREA 2: CENTRAL AVENUE TQ_INDIAN_SCHOOL ROAD
HISTORIC/COMMERCIAL/TOURIST/RESIDENTIAL

An improved pedestrian environment that includes
wide brick and concrete walkways, wheelchair
curb ramps, benches, lighting and landscaping
will tie this historically important tourist
area more strongly to its focal point, Historic
01d Town and support the design regulations that
already apply to the H-1 and H-1 buffer zones.

SUBAREA 3: INDIAN SCHOOL RQAD TQ GRIEGOS ROAD
SUBURBAN/SEMI-RURAL

Improved pedestrian and equestrian access,
landscaping on publicly owned lands, and design
requirements to enhanc? and conserve existing
character on properties adjacent to the public
right-of-way will tie this suburban and semi-
vrural residential area functionally and visually
to adjacent North Valley neighborhoods.

SUBAREA 4: GRIEGQS ROAD TO MONTANO ROAD
SEMI-RURAL

Improved pedestrian and equestrian access will
tie this semi-rural residential area function-
ally and visually to informal trails of the
ditch network and to adjacent neighborhoods.
Design requirements for preserving the existing
semi-rural atmosphere on properties adjacent to
the public right-of-way will help this subarea
continue to 1look and function as a part of
surrounding neighborhoods.

~37-

DON QUIXOTE DA ]

=

30UTH PLAZA

ALHAMBRA AVE.



GENERAL PLAN_POLICIES

A well designed major street can accommodate many modes of transportation
while reinforcing area identity. Public right-of-way improvements should
complement the function and character of adjacent neighborhoods and adequately
address special needs of population groups such as children, the elderly and
people with physical disabilities. Rio Grande Boulevard can be more than a
traffic carrier; it can be the showcase of its adjacent neighborhoods. The
following transportation, land use, public education, and citizen involvement
policies address issues raised through the planning process and correspond to
plan goals.

Transportation

The following transportation policies are concerned primarily with
improving nonmotorized transportation: walking, bicycling and horseback
riding. Many traffic improvement projects were completed before and during
the Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor planning process. Completed projects
include boulevard resurfacing, Jleft turn Tlane installation, bicycle Tlane
striping and traffic light installation just north of Interstate 40 and at the
Rio Grande Boulevard/Matthew Avenue intersection. Other projects proposed in
the 1989 Transportation Improvement Program inciude creating a grade separated
intersection at Montano Road and Rio Grande Boulevard as part of the Montano
River crossing project and studying, designing and adding lanes to Interstate
40 between Rio Grande Boulevard and 6th Street.

This plan does not propose massive right-of-way acquisition. Wherever
possible, pedestrian walkway and bicycle lane improvements should be executed
within the existing public right-of-way. For example, the plan proposes
converting some on-street parking areas north of Central for pedestrian use
and recommends removing utility poles from sidewalks where possible.
Necessary minor right-of-way or easement acquisition will be investigated
during the design phase of each proposed project for areas where insufficient
public right-of-way exists to provide standard, barrier-free sidewalks. (See
pages 57-60 and Appendix K for proposed project descriptions.)

This plan proposes that any projects to increase vehicular capacity
include improvements for pedestrian, bicycle and where appropriate, equestrian
mobility. The Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan and Sidewalk
Ordinance support and require circulation for pedestrians. (See Appendix C.)

Rio Grande Boulevard should provide unimpeded access for people with
physical disabilities. New Mexico State Statute 28-7-3 NMSA 1978 states that
"The biind, the visually handicapped and otherwise physically disabled have
the same right as the able-bodied to the full and free use of the streets,
highways, sidewalks, walkways, public buildings, public facilities and other
public places." Upgrading the corridor to serve people with disabilities will
serve all pedestrians. For example, adequately wide, all-weather surfaced,
barrier free sidewalks and wheelchair curb ramps also help people pushing baby
carriages, strollers and shopping carts. Lengthening street crossing time
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will help parents with children and the elderly to safely cross. Limiting
vehicles from making right turns during the red traffic signal at difficult
intersections will allow pedestrians to cross the boulevard safely.

Parked cars and bicycles do not mix. Cars parked in bicycle lanes force
bicyclists into traffic lanes. The intermittent and unpredictable movements
of cars parking and motorists opening doors can cause bicycle accidents,
therefore, this plan prohibits parking in Rio Grande Boulevard bicyclie lanes.

Horseback riding is a traditional form of recreation in the North Valley.
Equestrians now ride along the Griegos Lateral, Griegos Drain, Duranes
Lateral, the Alameda Drain, Campbell Road and the Riverside Drain. To safely
use this network, equestrians who cross Rio Grande Boulevard at Campbell Road,
the Campbell Ditch just south of Cherokee Road and the Griegos Lateral just
south of Montano Road would benefit from some traffic control devices. This
plan calls for the immediate installation of signs stating "Horse Crossing --
Slow," until trail plans address the issue of traffic signals and road
striping at crossings.

Policy 1 - Rio Grande Boulevard shall _include multi-modal transportation
elements to _improve safety and mobility for pedestrians,

bicyclists, equestrians and people with physical disabilities.
Requlations

1.A. Future improvements to Rio Grande Boulevard shall not 1limit
pedestrian and bicycle traffic or equestrian cross traffic. If
additional right-of-way 1is acquired for improvements to the
vehicular system on Rio Grande Boulevard, sidewalks shall be
brought up to the standards required for minor arterials in the
Sidewalk Ordinance.

1.B. The corridor shall be made accessible for people with physical
disabilities by initiating capital implementation projects that
include constructing wheelchair curb ramps at street intersec-
tions, providing a minimum unobstructed sidewalk width of six
(6) feet (allowing two wheelchairs or a wheelchair and
pedestrian)*, adding walk signals to existing traffic signals
and re-timing traffic signals to ensure safe pedestrian
crossings.

1.C. In areas where there is insufficient right-of-way to accommodate
at least a five foot wide walkway, new utility poles, gas
meters, signs, building parts and ditches or other street
furniture shall be carefully placed to allow maximum space for
pedestrian movement.** No sidewalk variances shall be granted
unless the utility company can demonstrate that a minimum 42"
wide path can be maintained. This will allow at least one
wheelchair with some extra clearance for maneuvering.

A117.1-1980 American National Standards, Inc.

The Sidewalk Ordinance (8-6-12 B and E) states that public and private utility distribution
systems may not be installed in the normally required sidewalk area, unless a sidewalk
variance is given which covers the site and specifically permits the class of object in
question. (See Appendix C, page C-8 of this Plan.)

% %
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1.D. Parking in bicycle Tlanes is prohibited. Bike Tlanes shall be
clearly separated from traffic lanes by inserting reflector
tiles in the lane stripe.

1.E. Horse crossing signs and -log walkovers shall be installed where
the Campbell Ditch and the Griegos Lateral intersect Rio Grande
Boulevard. The Acequia Study shall consider further measures
for trail continuity.

1.F. Benches similar to those in 0ld Town, or adobe seats built into
walls, shall be installed at all bus stops “etween Central and
Indian School and on the Rio Grande Nursery frontage where a 5
foot wide sidewalk clearance can be maintained.

1.G. The City Public Works Department and Environmental Health
Department shall study limiting right-turns during red traffic
signals at the following intersections: Central Avenue and
Mountain, Indian School, Candelaria and Griegos Roads.

1.H. Vehicle curb cuts in new developments shall be kept to a
minimum. Unused drive pads shall be replaced with curb, gutter
and sidewalk as part of sidewalk improvement projects or at the
expense of the property owner where sidewalk projects are not
scheduled. (See Curb Cut Ordinance 8-13-5 in Appendix C, 17-21.)

Land Use and Zonin

Plan area zoning should complement adjacent zoning and land uses while
supporting corridor concepts envisioned by this plan. Existing residential
zoning in Plan Subarea 1 allows this part of the corridor to function as part
of the 1larger Huning Castle/Raynolds neighborhood surrounding it. The
predominantly nonresidential zoning in Subarea 2 serves both tourists and area
residents with commercial services. The first 150 feet of most properties
located along Rio Grande Boulevard in the northern portion of Subarea 2
between Interstate 40 and Indian School Road are zoned for commercial Tand
uses. Remaining portions of these properties have residential zoning.
Because these lots project into the adjacent residential neighborhood at
varying depths, zone change requests to allow additional commercial
development should be judged individually to prevent harm to the
neighborhood. This plan does not assume that either commercial or residential
zoning is appropriate for the remaining portions of all properties with
existing dual zoning. The existing lTow density residential zoning in Subareas
3 and 4 blends well with the adjacent predominantly semi-rural neighborhoods.
Offices, commercial development and higher density residential development
would conflict with the semi-rural quality of the area while greatly
increasing traffic flows on the boulevard. (See Appendix F for detailed
existing land use and zoning information.)

Policy 2 - ' The following land use and zoning regqulations shall apply
whenever property within the plan area is proposed for rezoning.

Regulations

2.A. Rezoning for more intense uses should be granted only if the
applicant can demonstrate that higher intensity use will not
change or adversely affect the nature of the subareas identified
in this plan.
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2.B. Zone change requests for individual Jlots - with pre-existing
combinations of commercial and residential zoning shall be heard
and judged based on individual merits. This will prevent potential
harm to adjacent residential properties in Los Duranes. (See
Appendix F-4, Interstate 40 to Indian School Road.)

2.C. If properties outside municipal limits are annexed into the City,
they shall be rezoned RA-2 to be compatible with adjacent land uses
and zoning.

Public Education

Rio Grande Boulevard traces a historic route through the valley, and could
be more fully appreciated by tourists and local citizens alike through the
development of a public education program. Signs and maps Jlocating and
explaining historic sites, the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District ditch
system and other corridor attractions would educate the public, provide
interest for pedestrians and foster area residents' pride of place. MWalking
tours could be organized using these educational items.

Maps could be placed in the Convention Center, Old Town, museums, hotels
and restaurants. The tour route could be developed jointly by several
organizations: TACA, the Historical Society, the Albuquerque Visitor's Bureau,
the Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor Coalition, the O0ld Town Merchants'
Association, City Parks and Recreation Department and the Middle Rio Grande
Conservancy District. Public parking lots at Old Town and the Rio Grande
Nature Center could be used as tour staging areas.

Policy 3 - The City shall initiate a public education program for Rio Grande
Boulevard.

Regulations

3.A. The City shall place information signs in key locations along the
boulevard to explain historic sites, buildings, villages, districts
and Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District irrigation ditches and
drains.

3.B. The City and Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor Coalition shall
coordinate the production and distribution of walking tour maps
which identify and explain the significance of historic buildings,
village sites, historic districts, Conservancy District ditches and
drains and other points of plan area interest.

Citizen Involvement

Area residents, property owners and business people helped to prepare this
plan and should have an equally active role in monitoring and participating in
plan implementation. A Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor Plan Coalition can be
formed to represent area interests through the adopted plan and to sponsor
voluntary beautification and educational programs.
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Policy 4 - The City encourages interested area residents, property owners and

business people to form an organization to help implement and

monitor the plan.

Guidelines

4.A.

4.B.

4.C.

4.D.

Within six months of the adoption of this plan, local residents and
property owners should establish a Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor
Coalition to pursue public and private cooperation in implementing
the Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor Plan and to serve as a focal
point for local input and discussion regarding needs in
implementing the plan.

Coalition membership should include representatives from
neighborhood associations, merchant associations, and other
appropriate groups within and adjacent to plan boundaries.
Coalition members can determine the size, structure and specific
duties of the coalition.

Duties of the coalition should include providing ongoing support
for the goals and policies in the plan and monitoring plan project
implementation. Specific duties could include the following:

.1. Monitoring plan area problems and reporting to City Staff,
.2. Monitoring public right-of-way project scheduling,

.3. Applying for Urban Enhancement Trust Funds and investigating

private funding sources to implement public right-of-way
beautification projects,

.4. 1Initiating community landscaping and clean-up projects,
.5. Speaking at Capital Implementation Program (CIP) hearings,

.6. HMWorking with Redevelopment Division Staff to start historic

recognition projects,

.7. Organizing walking tours,
.8. Evaluating plan implementation and meeting with Planning Staff,

.9. Monitoring zone change requests and making presentations to

maintain plan principles at EPC, CPC and LUCC, and

.10. Initiating public relations projects for the corridor.

The Neighborhood Coordination Division of the Office of
Neighborhood Services can provide resources to help the coalition
form and operate.
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DESIGN OVERLAY ZONE

The City of Albuquerque's Comprehensive Zoning_ Code and Bernalillo

meeting at least two of the following three conditions:

"a. Contain highly scenic natural features or physical setting, or have
highly significant views.

b. Have development potential which is 1likely to require unusually
complex coordination of flood control, transportation, open space, and
urban land uses.

c. Have a strong role in the development of the form of the metropolitan
area, arterial street corridors or critical areas near urban centers or
historic zones."

Rio Grande Boulevard meets all three of these conditions. It is a scenic
corridor containing historic buildings and landscaping unique to the river
valley, encompasses transportation, recreation and drainage functions, and
serves as a major entry to historic Old Town. (See Appendix G.)

Policy 5 - A Design Overlay Zone is established for_all properties and public
right-of-way within the plan area (excepting the H-1_and H-1 buffer
zones) as shown in_Figure 21. All development within the Design
Overlay Zone, including alterations to existing buildings, shall
comply with the design regulations of this plan chapter.

Regulations

5.A. Site development plans, building elevations and other items
required to obtain building permits shall be checked for
compliance with Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor Design Overlay
Zone requirements during the normal submittal processes for the
City and County. Certificates of Appropriateness for changes to
properties and for public right-of-way projects in the H-1 zone
and H-1 buffer zone shall continue to be approved by the
Landmarks and Urban Conservation Commission (LUCC). If the H-1
Buffer Zone boundaries increase to include areas originally
mapped in the Design Overlay zone in this plan, changes to these
affected properties shall be approved by the LUCC.

5.B. Site development plans for SU-1 zoned properties shall continue
to be approved by the Environmental Planning Commission. Site
development plans for properties in the County with Special Use
Permits (SU-P) shall continue to be approved by the County
Planning Commission.

5.C. Construction plans for public right-of-way projects in the
Design Overlay Zone shall be reviewed by the City Planner or his
designee to ensure compliance with Design Overlay Zone
requirements.

5.D. The Design Overlay Zone requlations shall be submitted to the
LUCC for their consideration for adoption.
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SECTION 1. REGULATION VERNING THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

The following design policies, regulations, and proposals are intended to
improve multi-modal transportation elements of the corridor and to foster a
cohesive visual impression that gives unity to the changing scenery of the
boulevard.

Sidewalks
The intent of the following policy and regulations is to develop &
continuous system of sidewalks on Rio Grande Boulevard. The Sidewalk

Ordinance outlines public and private responsibilities for sidewalk
installation. (See Appendix C.) For new site developments, sidewalks shall
be installed by those responsible for the new construction. Public sidewalk
projects proposed in this plan shall be constructed by the City using Capital
Implementation funds (CIP) or sidewalk assessments (SAD).

Surface treatment changes will help visually distinguish plan subareas.
Red brick and concrete sidewalks will help link the stretch between Central
Avenue and Indian School Road (Plan Subarea 2) with Historic Old Town and
identify the area as a place where tourist movement is encouraged. Curved
sidewalks can prevent costly utility relocation and the removal of existing
landscaping in the public right-of-way while providing an unimpeded,
interesting walkway for pedestrians. Sand coated walkways will blend visually
with the rural character of Plan Subarea 4.

Policy 6 - Sidewalks shall be designed to improve pedestrian movement as_well
as _the over-all visual quality of the corridor. -They shall be made
f all-weather, non-sii onstruction materials.

Regulations
6.A. Subarea 2
6.A. These sidewalk treatments shall be used in new T =SS T

construction to accentuate the basic character-
istics of each subarea: ‘l

Concrete

) U -
I II°X

0 s 8 &

H
H
i
e f7§@‘
Subarea 1: Brushed concrete with curb and gutter Y A

Subarea 2: Combination of brushed concrete and |
red brick with curb and gutter in e Concrete
one of the three illustrated »Jatterns S RN S
Subarea 3: Raked or brushed concrete with curb —¢a— Brick

and gutter T
Subarea 4: Sealed, compacted crusher fines or &f
1

Concrete

IICLT

hot mix asphalt with a sealed sand

) M

finish without curb and gutter* L

The Subarea 4 pavement surface recommended by the plan is meant to test a handicap
accessible surface treatment acceptable to plan area residents. The two surfaces suggested
by the plan have been used extensively on trails in National Parks. Because this plan
subarea is only one half mile long, it will be ideal as a pilot project. These treatments
may prove to be acceptable in other portions of the Valley, but this isolated project is not
meant to set precedent until it is monitored and evaluated for maintenance over the long
run. These treatments are considerably less expensive to install than sidewalk, curb and
gutter, but should only be installed where there is adequate right-of-way to separate the
pedestrian trail from traffic lanes with landscaping, a depression or some other device to
prevent vehicles from encroaching on pedestrian space. (See cost estimates in Appendix K.)
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6.B. New sidewalks shall curve around existing SEEEEErL—
-utilities and landscaping. T ey et
6.C. Where right-of-way is adequate, new sidewalks [& —
shall be set back a minimum of three to five
feet from the curb. The setback shall be
landscaped.

6.D. New sidewalks shall connect existing sidewalks.

6.E. New sidewalk surfaces shall blend visually with =
’ adjoining sidenalks. For example, for
continuity red brick shall be introduced as
edging to existing concrete sidewalks or
introduced spar.ngly in adjacent landscaped
areas between Central Avenue and Indian School

Road.

6.F. Wheelchair curv ramps shall be constructed as a
part of scheduled capital projects called for
in this plan at all street intersections
between Alhambra Street and Griegos Road (Plan
Subareas 1, 2, and 3). To alert visually
jmpaired persons to a change in grade, *acﬁméj>

wheelchair curb ramps constructed at street warmn
intersections shall be textured differently
than sidewalks. Aggregate or textured concrete
shall be used.*

Street Furniture

Historic Old Town is the plan area focal point. Its wood and cast iron
benches, adobe seats, cast iron street lamps, small wooden signs and brick
paving enhance its historic character. Introducing street furniture in the
public right-of-way similar to that found in Old Town will clearly link the
corridor visually with Old Town while giving the entire corridor right-of-way
visual coherence. Regularly placed seating will serve both bus riders and
pedestrians. Providing trash receptacles, lighting and signs will promote a
more pleasing, safe and convenient pedestrian environment. These diverse
elements should harmonize with each other to reduce visual confusion.

Policy 7 - Rio Grande Boulevard public right-of-way seating, bus shelters,
Jamp fixtures and signs shall be similar to those in 0ld Town. and
shall be located to provide greater safety and convenience to
pedestrians and transit riders.

Changes in paving surface texture and color value alert visually impaired people to changes
in slope and to the presence of stree intersections. (Refer to ANSI A117.1-1980 American
National Standards Institute, Inc. Standard 4.7.12 Uncurbed Intersections.)
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Regulations
Geperal

7.A.

Bus

7.8B.

7.C

7.D.

1.E.

Combine landscaping, street furniture, signs,
utilities and street 1lighting to eliminate
visual clutter and to free sidewalk areas of
impediments. All street furniture shall comply
with American National Standards Institute,
Inc. Standard 4.4 Protruding Objects (ANSI
A117.-1980).

tops

A1l bus stops in Plan Subarea 2 and other bus
stops at Candelaria Road and the Rio Grande
Nursery shall  have seating and trash
receptacles. Simple shelters shall be located
at South Plaza Street and the Campbell Ditch
bus stops. Small scale public art that can be
appreciated at close range by pedestrians may
be incorporated where space is adequate. The
art work should complement plan subarea
character.

Bus benches shall be located at least six feet
from the curb.

Benches and shelters shall be made of wood or
wood and cast iron. Stuccoed adobe seats built
into walls may be used as an alternative to
benches.

Trash receptacles shall be made of materials
similar to those wused in the benches and
shelters. .

Pedestrian Area Lighting

7.F

Twelve foot high black cast iron 1lighting
fixtures similar in design to those used in the
City parking lot at Central Avenue between
Romero and San Felipe shall be installed
between Central Avenue and Indian School Road.

Information Signs

7.G

Signs identifying historic areas, ditches or
other landmarks shall be made of varnished
and/or painted wood similar in style and size
to those wused in the City parking lot at
Central between Romero and San Felipe. All
sign locations shall comply with ANSI A117.1-
1980 Standard 4.4, Protruding Objects and 4.30,
Signage.
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Overhead Utilities

Between Central Avenue and Mountain Road, utility poles are located within
the sidewalk to avoid historic properties. These utility poles obstruct
pedestrian movement in the constrained public right-of-way and the attached
overhead wires cause more visual clutter than any other element on the
boulevard. Public Service Company of New Mexico is limited in its ability to
locate these poles elsewhere. By studying the costs and benefits of placing
utilities wunderground, policy makers will have sufficient information to
determine whether this project should be undertaken. The Electric Facility
plan includes project review process. (See rough cost estimates in Appendix
E.)

Policy 8 - The City shall seriously consider whether overhead utilities
should be removed and placed underground between Central Avenue
and Interstate 40.

Landscaping

Landscaping in the public right-of-way can help protect pedestrians from
the confusion and traffic danger in the street while visually reinforcing the
corridor's Tocation in the valley. Much of Bernalillo County is located on
dry, sandy, high desert country mesas. The North and South Valley are
Bernalillo County's oases. Their shallow water table and ditch network
support a relative abundance of green vegetation. As a major road in the
valley, Rio Grande Boulevard should reflect the valley's oasis qualities. The
ditchbanks and private landscaped yards next to Rio Grande Boulevard already
lend their beauty to the roadway. Landscaping introduced in the public
right-of-way and in new developments should enhance existing landscapes and
help to identify the boulevard specifically as a North Valley roadway.

To ensure landscape success within the public right-of-way, plants should
be able to thrive in a confined and often hostile environment. To limit
costs, these hardy plants should require minimal maintenance. To carefully
conserve Albuquerque's water supply while beautifying public spaces, drought
resistant plants and/or plants that can access the valley's shallow ground
water table should be used.

Policy 9 - The Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor shall be landscaped abundantly
with__plants that imitate the forms. colors and textures of
existing North Valley landscapes. Landscaping_within the public
right-of-way shall consist of plant materials listed or similar to
those listed in Appendix H and shall reinforce existing subarea
characteristics. Planting recommendations are consistent with
policies in the Street Tree Ordinance, Clear Sight Triangle
Ordinance, and _the Sidewalk Ordinance. Public landscaping
projects proposed in this plan shall be planted and maintained by
the City. Other landscaping_in the public right-of-way shall be
planted and maintained by either the developer or property owner
as__indicated in the Street Tree Ordinance and City Forester
Ordinance. _All landscaping _plans for public projects in_the
public right-of-way and on other publicly owned lands shall be
reviewed by a_landscape architect employed by the City to ensure

compliance with the Design Overlay Zone regulations of this plan.
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Regulations

9.A.

9.B.

9.C.

9.D.

9.E.

9.F.

To introduce the informal quality of plantings
found in neighborhoods adjacent to the
corridor, groupings of asymmetrical trees and
shrubs ‘that can filter light shall be planted
in the public right-of-way from Interstate 40
north.

The public right-of-way shall be planted
primarily with drought vresistant plant
materials that can withstand reflected heat
from asphalt and pavement and that can thrive
in constrained spaces with little
maintenance. (See Appendix H of this plan.)

In confined spaces such as 5-10 foot wide
streetside landscaping areas and areas under
power lines, mixed shrub borders shall be
combined with groupings of small fine
textured, flowering trees up to 15 feet high.
(See Appendix H of this plan.) Branches under
14 feet may not overhang the street. Branches
under 7 feet may not overhang the sidewalk.
Clear sight triangles shall be maintained
where required.

In spaces at least ten to fifteen feet wide,
at least thirty feet from driving lanes on
Interstate 40 and at least eight feet from
other driving lanes, irregularly spaced
groupings of large deciduous shade trees shall
be planted. For accent, large, arching,
flowering shrubs or small multi-trunked trees
shall be introduced. (See /ppendix H of this
plan for detailed plant information.)

In confined spaces such as street
intersections, driveways and some medians,
where sight lines need to be preserved, a
mixture of flowering perennials and low
growing shrubs and plants (2 foot maximun
height) shall be planted. Soft, woolly, fine
textured Tow growing shrubs shall
predominate. (For plant names see Appendix H
of this plan.)

Where right-of-way is sufficient, shrubs shall
be planted between sidewalks and the boulevard
to gquide pedestrian movement and prevent
mid-block crossings.
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9.G.
9.H.

Existing medians shall be landscaped.

When right-of-way reconstruction is pro-
grammed, water Tlines shall be extended to
sidewalk areas, lands adjacent to highway
ramps and existing medians to allow eventual
landscape irrigation.
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SECTION 2 - REGULATIONS AND GUIDELINES GOVERNING ADJACENT DEVELOPMENT

The following architectural design gquidelines and regulations, site
design, sign and site 1lighting regulations will ensure that new site
development and site redevelopment reinforce existing plan area attributes and
proposed public right-of-way improvements. The Design Overlay Zone regulates
all properties within plan area boundaries excepting the H-1 and H-1 buffer
zones. Regulations for these zones already exist and continue to apply. (See
Figure 21, page 44 and Appendix A of this plan.) The following guidelines and
regulations apply to new and redeveloped sites and additions to existing
structures. Regulations have the force of law. Guidelines are advisory.
(See Comprehensive Zoning Code, Design Overlay Zone, Section 39F, paragraph 3,
page 121 in Appendix G-1 of this plan.) '

Architectural Design

Policy 10 - New __and redeveloped _structures shall complement the existing
predominant architectural styles of each subarea.

10.A. Design all structures (including walls,
fencing and trash enclosures) on each site to
be uniform in style. Design each structure to
incorporate similar scale, mass, roof style,
and building materials of the predominant

architectural styles of each subarea. (See

Appendix I of this plan for architectural
style descriptions.)

Predominant styles are southwestern,
particularly Pueblo Revival. Architectural

styles complementing this and other
southwestern styles are recommended.

Subarea 2: Mountain Road to Indian School Road
Pueblo Revival 1is the predominant existing
style. Architectural styles complementing
this style are allowed. Design small scale
buildings or break up facades to imitate small SW VESNACULAR

PORTAL

scale buildings. e

Subareas 3 _and 4: Indian_School Road to

Montano Road
All architectural styles are _ allowed.

Southwestern styles typical to the valley are
encouraged. Break up large building facades.
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Regulations

10.C.

10.D.

10.E.

10.F.

Site Design

To reinforce a pedestrian environment at the
street level in non-residential zones and to
reflect the low density residential quality of
the remainder of the plan area, building
street facades shall be one story. If greater
building height is desired, set  back
additional stories so that a line drawn from
the first story roof line to the upper story
roof line equals a 60° angle on sides of the
building adjacent to the street or to
residential’ properties. Building heights
shall not exceed those allowed in underlying
land use zones.

Standard, unstuccoed 8-inch by 16-inch CMU
block and untreated metal are not allowed as
finish materials for buildings or other
structures such as site perimeter walls.

New nonresidential development shall have
windows or publicly accessible plazas and
porches on the street side of buildings.

Reflective glass is not permitted unless the
applicant can document that the glass will not
reflect sunlight glare or solar heat build up
on adjacent properties or rights-of-way during
the hours of 7-10 am and 3-6 p.m. "

Screen exterior mechanical and electrical
equipment from public view. Locate such
equipment at ground level unless such location
would adversely affect the streetscape,
pedestrian circulation or open space.

ﬁ"

RIS GRANDE BLVD -

— Em‘ ’
i) 3 98
.B.

10

10.D.

Policy 11 - Site designs shall ensure visual and functional connection to the
public right-of-way while reinforcing streetscape and subarea
character.

Requlations
OQutside Storage and Display
11.A. Outside storage or display of construction

equipment and materials or trucks must meet
the following requirements:
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11.A.1. Qutdoor storage or display of construction

equipment and materials shall be located at
least 10 feet outside Rio Grande Boulevard
right-of-way.

11.A.2. Al outside storage or display of

construction equipment and materials must be
enclosed on all sides by a six-foot high
solid wall or fence set back at least 10
feet from the property line. The area
between the wall or fence and the public
right-of-way shall be Tlandscaped. (See
regulations under 11.D. of this Design
Overlay Zone.)

11.A.3. No outside storage or display of

.B.

construction materials may exceed the height
of the required six-foot wall.

idewalk n ion
Sidewalk regulations are the same as the

Sidewalk Ordinance with the following
additions:

11.B.1. New nonresidential building entrances shall

either face Rio Grande Boulevard or be
connected to the boulevard public
right-of-way with a handicap accessible
walkway according to American National
Standard Institute ANSI A117.1-1980
standards. Orient secondary entrances
toward rear and side parking lots.

11.B.2. Direct pedestrian access to commercial and

oifice buildings must be possible from
public sidewalks.

11.B.3. No driveways or parking lots paralleling Rio

.C.

Grande Boulevard shall be Tlocated between
new nonresidential buildings and the public
right-of-way.

Building Setbacks

In Plan Subareas 1 and 2 (excepting the H-1°

and H-1 buffer zones): front, side and rear
yards facing Rio Grande Boulevard shall have
the same building setback requirements as
front yards in underlying zones. In Plan
Subareas 3 and 4: front, side and rear yards
facing Rio Grande Boulevard in all zones
except RA-2, shall have 20 foot deep building
setback requirements. Properties with RA-2
zoning shall continue to have 25 foot deep
rear yard building setback requirements.
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Walls and Fences

.D.- Hall regulations are the same as Section 40.C,

of the Zoning Code with the following
exceptions:
11.D.1. Three foot high solid walls, fences or a

11.D.2.

11.D.3.

11.D.4.

dense hedge located at least six feet from
the public right-of-way shall be required on
street sides of (1) off-street parking areas
with five or more parking spaces, and (2)
circulation areas on commercial, office and
industrial sites. Each site plan will be
reviewed by the Traffic Engineer to ensure
compliance with the Clear Sight Triangle
Ordinance. (Outdoor storage of construction
equipment is regulated in Design Overlay
regulation 11.A.) Plant materials capable
of screening views of paved areas are listed
and marked with an "S" in Appendix H of this
plan. (See Design Overlay Zone regulations
under 11.D for landscaping requirements.)

Standard unstuccoed 8-inch by 16-inch CMU
block, wuntreated metal and wunlandscaped
chainlink fencing are not allowed as finish
materials for site perimeter walls or
fences. Chainlink fencing may be used if
rapid growing vines or tall, thick shrubs
are planted and maintained to cover it.
(See plant materials marked with an "S" in
Appendix H, 1 and 2.)

Continuous solid site perimeter walls or
fences over 3 feet high facing Rio Grande
Boulevard shall contain at least one
opening, recess or other form of horizontal
relief every 25 feet or less to break the
sense of barricade and monotony for
pedestrians.

Site perimeter walls and fences facing Rio
Grande Boulevard may not exceed three feet

in height (including those for rear and side

yards) unless they are set back inside the
property line at least the same number of
feet as the height of the wall.
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E.

Landscaping

A1l landscaping plans shall be reviewed by a
City landscape architect employed by the
City. All yards facing Rio Grande Boulevard
shall be referred to as landscaped street
yards. Landscaping regulations shall be the
same as those in Zoning Code Section 40.J. and
Zoning Code Appendix B with the following
additions:

11.E.1. Unless designated as part of a public

streetscape project, landscaping between the
curb line and property line shall be the
responsibility of the developer or property
owner and shall contain live landscaping.

11.E.2. On nonresidential and multi-family

residential development sites, landscaped
street yards shall contain deciduous trees
and any combination of designated valley
plant materials listed in Appendix H of this
plan. Plants and trees having similar
characteristics may also be used.

11.E.3. The area between site perimeter walls and

the public right-of-way shall be
landscaped. Tree species planted in areas
between walls and the public right-of-way
shall be capable of shading the sidewalk.
(See Appendix H of this plan.) Shrubs shall
be maintained to avoid blocking the sidewalk
and clear sight triangies shall be
respected. A minimum of seventy five
percent of the ground area between the wall
and public right-of-way shall be covered
with live plant material. Landscaping shall
be maintained by the property owner.

11.E.4. Climbing vines shall be planted on chainlink

F.

fences. MWhere a denser evergreen screen is
desired, use shrubs listed in Appendix H or
those with similar characteristics.

Off-Street Parking

Off-street parking areas shall be designed and

Tandscaped to minimize glare, reduce
reflection and the visual impact of large
numbers of  cars and trucks. Parking

regulations shall be the same as Section 40.A.
of the Zoning Code and buffer landscaping
regulations shall be the same as Section 40.J.
of the Zoning Code with the following
exceptions and additions:
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11.F.1. A minimum of 15 percent (15%) of each off-
street parking area's ground surface shall
be landscaped. Landscaping shall consist
primarily of shade trees distributed
throughout the parking area. The required
landscaped street yard does not contribute
toward this area requirement.*

11.F.2. Trees shall be planted so that no parking
space is farther than fifty feet (50') from
a tree.

11.F.3. Parking spaces for the handicapped shall be
located adjacent to buildings.

100 feet

11.F.4. Buildings shall be separated from off-street
parking areas and accessory drives with
Tandscaping and/or six foot wide sidewalks.
Sidewalks shall be required.

1T.F.5. Off-street parking for new nonresidential
construction shall be located behind
buildings away from the street. On 1lots
less than 200 feet deep, parking may be
located behind or beside new or redeveloped
non-residential construction.

11.F.2

Refer to regulations 11.D.1 and 11.E.3 for additional
wall and landscaping requirements.

Signs

Policy 12 - Signs shall _be readable _and attractive, but shall not dominate the

Ri rande Boulevard streetscape.

Requlations

12.A. Sign regulations for C-1, C-2 and M-1 zones
within the plan area shall be the same as
those in Zoning Code Section 21, Neighborhood
Commercial Zone and Section 40.E. with the
following exceptions:

12.A.1. A ground-mounted spot 1light 1is permitted
only to illuminate signs eight feet or less
in height. A1l heights are measured from
the ground directly below the sign base.

12.A.2. New off-premise signs are not permitted.
Existing off-premise signs may remain for
the life of the structure.

Landscaping for off-street parking areas on redeveloped sites will be based on the amount of
space available. 1In no case shall the parking supply be reduced below the minimum number of
spaces required in the Zoning Code, unless a variance is approved.
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12.A.3. Signs which are portable, fixed on a movable
stand, self-supporting without being firmly
embedded in the ground, supported by other
objects, mounted on wheels or movable
vehicles, or made easily movable in any
manner are not permitted.

12.A.4. Signs located on rocks, trees or other
natural features are not allowed, except
when used only to identify a planrt specie.

12.A.5. Neither illuminated signs nor any
illuminated elements of signs shall turn on
and off or change in brightness. No sign or
any part of a sign shall rotate.

Site Lighting

Policy 13 - Site lighting shall provide adequate light for safety, but shall
not shine onto adjacent properties.

Regulations

13.A. Site lighting regulations shall be the same as
Section 40.I. of the Zoning Code with the
following exceptions:

13.A.1. The mounting height of 1lights in vehicular
and/or storage areas shall be no higher than
the building height or 26 feet, whichever is
Tower.
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PLAN PROJECTS

CAPITAL PROJECTS FOR THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

The plan proposes several projects requiring capital investment in the
public right-of-way. To carry out these projects, the City Capital
Implementation Program process will be followed. (See Appendix K for details
about costs, responsible agencies, and possible funding sources.)

GENERAL SUBAREA 1 PROJECTS

—] 1. Construct wheeichair curb ramps
¥ at all street intersections

2. Plant street trees (on both sides
of the street excepting areas
with insufficient right-of-way).

JaNvyd oid
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~

MERRIT AVE.

NEW YORK AVE.}°

WILLIS PL.

ALHAMBRA AVE.

PROPOSED CAPITAL PROJECTS

PLAN SUBAREA 1:
Alhambra Ave. to Central Ave.
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GENERAL SUBAREA 3 PROJECTS

1. Construct wheelchair curbd ramps af all
intersections.
2. Remove unused driveway curb cuts as a part of

sidewalk improvement projects.
3. Remove obstacles or widen sidewalks.

where walkways
Indian

concrete sidewalks
on the east side between

4. Construct
are missing:

School Road and E1 Nido Court, E1 Nido and
Contreras, and Headingly and Luke Circle and
on the west side between 2ickert and Los
Anayas, Los Anayas and Don Quixote, Vicic and

Campbell, and Campbell and Oro Vista

5. Install additional street Tights.

Insert reflector tiles in stripe separating

bicycle and traffic lanes.

RIQ GRANDE CITY TREE NURSERY FRONTAGE (west side

of boulevard south of the Campbell Ditch)

new bus bench and simple shelter.
Construct a sidewalk that connects existing
sidewalk to the north and south. Landscape
with trees, shrubs and flowers.

1. Install a

AMPBE ITCH/RIQ GRANDE BQULEVARD INTERSECT

1. Install equestrian warning signs for motorists

and log walkovers for equestrians.

2. Install an information sign about the Middle
Rio Grande Conservancy District.

RIO GRANDE NURSERY FRONTAGE

BEFORE /

b e, SR
T =S =re)
e e s i
.S . x A:

ouov,, TA -

CAMPEELL np.

'0AT8 3aNvyD oy

MATTHEW AVE,

PROPOSED CAPITAL PROJECTS

PLAN SUBAREA 3:
Indian School Rd. to Griegos Rd.
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GENERAL SUBAREA 4 PROJECTS

1. To provide wheelchair access while maintaining rural character, pave a six foot wide section of
the wunpaved right-of -way with sealed compacted crusher fines or hot mix asphalt with sealed sand
coat. This section should be set back from the vehicular lanes.

2. Insert reflector tiles 1n stripe separating bigycle and traffic Tanes.

Gri Lateral/Rio Grande Boulevard Intersection

1. Install equestrian warning signs for motorists and a log walkover for equestrians.
2. Install an information sign about the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District.

Montano Ro R1i rande Boulevard Intersection

1. When Montanc Road and Rio Grande Boulevard are grade separated for Montanc Road ‘improvements,
plant trees and shrubs on resulting slopes.

COMPACTED WALKWAY

BEFORE !E

MONTANO RD.

GR,EGOS

IANVHO

=0

‘ T
\ ./
Ol g

PROPOSED CAPITAL PROJECTS

ga;"" ‘;1 -
Jivy \_’_,\(

L e, i A PLAN SUBAREA 4:
S TN T LTI Griegos Rd. to Montano Rd.

LANDSCAPED SLOPE OF PROPOSED GRADE SEPARATED
INTERSECTION
64 FIGURE 25




VOLUNTARY PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS

Street Beautification Programs

To contribute to visual coherence on the street, the Rio Grande Boulevard
Coalition may initiate a program requesting property owners to voluntarily
display seasonal plants or vegetables (gourds and ristras). This organization
may also organize neighborhood tree planting programs and landscaping clinics
and solicit tree donations for street tree planting.

Voluntary Noise Controls

To control the noise from boulevard and Interstate 40 traffic on private
properties, residents and builders may wish to include the following sound
abatement measures in either building design or site layout for all new and
redeveloped residential sites. Further information on sound abatement methods
can be obtained from the City Environmental Health Department.

a. On large residential lots, place buildings as far from the boulevard
as is possible without intruding on other required building setbacks.

b. Place solid masonry walls and/or berms adjacent to the boulevard, but
adhere to wall set back policies and regulations in this plan's
Design Overlay Zone.

C. Locate noise sensitive rooms such as bedrooms and studies away from
the boulevard.

d. Use noise blocking building materials in construction.
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PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

The plan requires the involvement and cooperation of government agencies,
utility companies and local citizens. The following actions are necessary for
carrying out the plan.

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

1. Interested neighborhood associations and others should form a Rio Grande
Boulevard Corridor Coalition to monitor plan impiementation and to
initiate and coordinate voluntary projects and programs. (See Plan Policy
4, page 42.)

2. Property owners and developers will be required to comply with Design
Overlay Zone regulations of this plan.

COUNTY RESPONSIBILITIES
County Zoning Administration will enforce the Design Overlay Zone
regulations of this plan for properties outside municipal boundaries
within the plan area.

CITY RESPONSIBILITIES

The Planning Department will need to:

1. Ask City Council to request an underground utility study for plan subarea
2.

2. Initiate proceedings to establish an Historic Overlay Zone for Los Griegos
Historic District.

3. Enforce Design Overlay Zone regulations of this plan.

4. Present Design Overlay Zone regulations to the LUCC and City Council to
amend the H-1 Zone.

The Public Works Department will need to:

5. Ask the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District to install sidewalks and
information signs where Rio Grande Boulevard intersects drains and
Taterals.

6. Request a Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District license or agreement to
place log walk-overs for equestrians at the Campbell Ditch and Griegos
Laterals.

7. Coordinate Interstate 40 Interchange construction projects with the New

Mexico State Highway Department and City Parks and Recreation landscaping
projects adjacent to Interstate 40. (See Appendix J.)
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The Parks and Recreation Department will need to:

8.

Coordinate Interstate 40 Interchange landscaping projects with the Public
Works Department and the New Mexico State Highway Department. (See
Appendix J.)

Capital Implementation Program

9.

Upon plan adoption, responsible lead agencies will submit proposed capital
projects for funding consideration following the standard Capital
Implementation Program process beginning with the 1991 Capital
Improvements Bond  Program. (See  Appendix K, Capital Project
Implementation Charts.) These charts 1list capital projects by plan
subarea and include project description, location, cost estimates in 1988
dollars, responsible agencies, and possible funding sources.

To avoid traffic interruption caused by continual boulevard construction
projects, capital projects may be combined as three major projects.

Project 1 - Interstate 40 Interchange

Urban Enhancement Trust Funds for landscape design are available for
1990. Landscape installation may begin in 1991 depending upon New
Mexico State Highway Interstate 40 project timetable. (See Appendix
J-3.) Urban Enhancement and Project I funds will be wused for
landscape installation. CIP funds may be requested to begin design
for construction projects in 1991 and to begin construction in 1993.

Project 2 - Subareas 1 _and 2 (Alhambra Avenue to Indian School Road
excepting Interstate 40 Interchange)

Urban Enhancement Trust Funds may be used for project design in
1989. CIP funds may be requested for 1991 or 1993 construction
projects.

Project 3 - Subareas 3 and 4 (Indian School Road to Montano Road)

Landscape design for the Montano Road/Rio Grande Boulevard grade
separated intersection will begin in 1989 as part of the Montano
River Crossing project. CIP funds for additional projects in these
subareas may be requested to begin construction in 1993 or 1995.
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HISTORIC BUILDING INVENTORY _
PROPERTIES OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE IN THE RIO GRANDE CORRIDOR

Properties considered eligible for or on the State Register of Cultural
Properties and the National Register of Historic Places are starred and
properties or areas which are City landmarks or City Historic Zones are double
starred.

Non-starred buildings were designated "of local interest" by the Historic
Tandmarks Survey; this category includes heavily remodeled buildings which
have a known importance in the history of the local community or buildings
which were either built too recently or were judged to be of some
architectural importance, but insufficient significance to be register-
eligible.

(List begins at south end and proceeds north)

1. 306-320 Rio Grande SW Hanna Studio - unit of 1940's La Miradora
apartments with 1970's addition of experimental, free form
architecture by Bart Prince; structure is often called "the snail."

2. 300-306 Rio Grande SW - 1940's La Miradora Apartments, well-detailed
pueblo Revival Style complex with landscaped courtyard.

3. 2100, 2102 Merritt SW - vrare early Pueblo Revival style homes,
featuring outsize flat-roofed corner towers on front facade. (Has
not been possible to date these; may be eligible if history can be
found)

* 4. 110 San Felipe NW, Bottger House - 1912 modified Prairie Style
house. Charles Bottger owned and operated the Sunnyside Inn west of
San Felipe; the house is a rare style in 0ld Town and shows the
transition to "Anglo" concerns.

** 5. Old Town Historic Zone - Albuquerque's first and only Historic Zone
designated in 1959 (boundaries in red; buffer zone for Historic Zone
indicated in dashed red line); area also inciudes a State-registered
historic district (boundaries in blue). Old Town, as most people
know, is the site of the first community settlement in Albuquerque
(1706); most of its older buildings, however, date from the second
half of the 19th century. The Church of San Felipe de Neri is the
oldest structure; it was built in 1796, and remodeled in the 1860's.
The church, the Vigil House at 413 Romero and Our Lady of Angels
school at 320 Romero are individually listed on the National Register.

* 6. 309 Rio Grande NW - Manuel Antonio Otero House, possibly built before
1874; one of few unremodeled old terron buildings in Old Town area.
(Eligible for register)

7. 321 Rio Grande NW - a vrecent fire significantly damaged this
building, which used to be a pitched roof adobe, one of few remaining
unaltered in the area. Visible 1in 1880 photographs of old
Albuquerque.
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*10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

**15.

16.

*17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

. 2406, 2332, 2325, 2324, 2317 Mountain Road NW - an early 20th-century

group of homes, most of them adobe, built when Mountain Road was called
Perea Road and was a major route to the river. 2406 is an early and
rare brick home in this area.

. 613 Main Street NW - a turn-of-the-century home on the remnant of what

preceded Rio Grande Boulevard (from Mountain to Central, Rio Grande was
once called Main Street)

618 Rio Grande Blvd. NW - Salvador Armijo House, adobe built in 1840's,
remodeled in 1860's, 1900 and 1908. Now Maria Theresa Restaurant.

2515 1/2 Carson NW - adobe hipped box style, built circa 1900, original
appearance.

2515 Zearing NW - extensively remodeled old adobe, possibly dates to
nineteenth century.

2525 Zearing NW - remodeled original Zearing farmhouse, adobe with cast
stone porch; built ca. 1910.

1200 Rio Grande NW - early New Mexico vernacular house, remodeled with
elements from other early buildings.

1800 Rio Grande Blvd. NW - Las Mananitas, 19th Century adobe, several
20th century additional; retains early windows, ceilings. City Landmark.

2411 Indian School Road NKW

2601 Indian School Road NW - c. 1890 Duranes Chapel, built of adobe and
terron, retains early configuration, vrecently renovated through
community effort.

1915 Rio Grande Blvd. NW - Zickert Farmhouse, built around 1900, but
extensively remodeled. Zickert was early Anglo farmer in this area.

2010 Rio Grande Blvd. NW - c. 1900 New Mexico Vernacular home, porch has
been enclosed.

2024 Rio Grande Blvd. NW - 1935 Southwest Vernacular (modified mission
style) home retains original appearance. Built and occupied by members
of the Krogh family until 1986.

2025 Rio Grande Blvd. NW - Stueckel Farmhouse. Built c. 1905; remodeled,
but original house clearly apparent.

2316 Wilma Road NW - 1920's (perhaps earlier) New Mexico Vernacular, one
of first houses in this area.

2611 and 2701 Rio Grande Blvd. - early 20th century homes, Hipped Box
style, probably built by Anglo newcomers to the valley.

2804 Rio Grande Boulevard NW - good example of typical 1920's brick
bungalow built in this area.
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25.

*26.

27.

*28.

29.

30.

*31.

32.

33.

*34.

2812 Rio Grande Boulevard NW - unusual 1944 home built to resemble an
Italian villa.

Los Griegos Historic District, the core of an early North Valley plaza
founded in the 18th century. Remaining buildings mostly date from the
Tate 19th and early 20th century; most are built of adobe.

4001A Rio Grande Boulevard NW - Circa 1910 New Mexico Vernacular adobe,
sympathetically remodeled.

4117 Rio Grande Boulevard NW - Dietz Farmhouse, built circa 1914,
remodeled 1928; additional remodeling within last 10 years. 1928
remodeling created an urban Prairie style structure.

4201 Rio Grande Boulevard NW - reported site of Armijo hacienda; present
house is extensive and careful Territorial style remodeling of Southwest
vernacular building which was Erna Fergusson's home for several years.

4224 Rio Grande Boulevard NW - well-preserved Taos style Pueblo Revival
home built in 1936.

Los Poblamos Historic District - a rural district including three John
Gaw Meem houses all Territorial Revival style and some of the best
domestic architecture by Meem according to his biographer Bainbridge
Bunting. These buildings are also significant for their owners, the
Simms family, active in farming, real estate, banking and politics.
Included in the district are some important eariier buildings from the
teens, one the only surviving flour mill in the city now converted into
a residence.

Other historic resources of note farther from Rio Grande Boulevard:

1000 Gabaldon NW - the Alford House; an elaborate Pueblo Revival estate,
designed by Esquipolo Romero de Romero, a local artist. Proposed as the
site of the city botanical garden.

Group of ca. 1900 buildings which formed a Duranes community center,
includes ruins of old dance hall.

2939 Duranes NW - the Anaya house.
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OLD TOWN HISTORIC ZONE GUIDELINES

(Approved by Landmarks and Urban
Conservation Commission (LUCC) in 1980)

Every reasonable effort should be made to provide a compatible use for
buildings which will require minimum alteration to the building and its
environment.

Rehabilitation work should not destroy the distinguishing qualities or
character of the property and its environment. The removal or alteration
of any historic material or architectural features should be held to the
minimum, consistent with the proposed use.

Deteriorated architectural features should be repaired rather than
replaced, wherever possible. In the event replacement is necessary, the
new material should match the material being replaced in composition,
design, color, texture, and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement
of missing architectural features should be based on accurate duplications
of original features, substantiated by physical or pictorial evidence
rather than on conjuctural designs of the availability of different
architectural features from other buildings.

Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which
characterize older structures and often predate the mass production of
building materials, should be treated with sensitivity.

Many changes to buildings and environments which have taken place in the
course of time are evidence of the history of the building and the
neighborhood. These changes may have developed significance in their own
right, and this significance should be recognized and respected.

A1l buildings should be recognized as products of their own time.
Alterations to create an appearance inconsistent with the actual character
of the building should be discouraged.

The design and general appearance of any development or alteration in the
01d Town Historic Zone should be limited to the range of design options
possible and commonly chosen in Albuquerque prior to the opening of the
Santa Fe Railroad in April 1880. The design of any alteration to
currently existing structures erected between 1880 and 1912 should be
limited to the range of design options possible and commonly chosen at the
time of the building's construction.

Contemporary design for new buildings and additions to existing buildings
or landscaping in the 300 foot transition zone surrounding the 0Old Town
Historic Zone should not be discouraged if such design is compatible with
the size, scale, color, material, and character of the neighborhood,
buildings, or its environment.
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10.

1.

Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to buildings should be
done in such a manner that if they were to be removed in the future, the
essential form and integrity of the original building would be unimpaired.

Every effort should be made to safequard the public welfare along
vehicular and pedestrian traffic ways. Placement of walls, building
projections, fences, planters, shrubs, signs, ramps, steps, etc. should be
planned and positioned so that they do not present a potential hazard.
Provisions for the handicapped should be planned so that the essential
character of the property is not damaged.

An application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for work which does

not require any type of building or construction permit may be approved by
staff.
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SECTION 33.

H-1 HISTORIC OLD TOWN ZONE
From the Albuquerque SECTION 33.B. (H-1)
Comprehensive City Zoning Code

H-1 HISTORIC OLD TOWN ZONE. -- This zcone endeavors to preserve

and promote the educational, cultural, and general welfare of the public
through the preservation and protection of the traditional architectural
character of historic old Albuquerque.

A. Architectural Styles: The City Council finds and declares that the
Spanish Colonial, Territorial, or Western Victorian architectural
styles of building and structures erected prior to 1912 in the area
now constituted as the State of New Mexico comprise the traditional
architectural character of the H-1 Historic Old Town Zone.

B. Permissive Uses:

1.
2.

101
69,73 5.
69

Uses permissive in the R-2 zone.
Institution:

a. Church or other place of worship, including incidental
recreational and educational facilities. Incidental wuses
allowed include but are not limited to an emergency shelter
operated by the church on the church's principal premises
which is used reqularly for public worship, notwithstanding
special limitations elsewhere in this Zoning Code.

b. Club.
¢c. Library.
d. Museum.

Manufacturing and creating, through handicraft methods, of arts
and crafts objects, including furniture and cabinets.

Office.

Retail sales of the following goods, plus incidental retailing
or related goods and incidental services or repair, provided
there is no outdoor retail activity or storage (including
retail display) except parking and as specifically allowed
below:

a. Alcoholic drinks for consumption on the premises, provided:

(1) At least 60% of revenue from the establishment is
from food service excluding the saie of alcoheolic
liquors. Upon application for annual license renewal
to the State Department of Alcocholic Beverage Control
the licenseholder shall certify to the City that not
less than 60% of gross sales from the preceding 12
months operation of the establishment is derived from
food services. The licenseholder shall submit an
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SECTION 33.8.

69

69

69

15

69,73

(H=-1)

annual report prepared and signed by a Certified
Public Accountant to the City Treasurer on the sales
of the westablishment containing the annual gross
sales figures, separating the gross sales figures
into two categories:

(a) Food services sales; and
(b) Alcoholic liquors sales.

(2) Alcoholic liquors may be served and consumed only at
a table or booth in conjunction with ordering and
consuming a full service meal. For the purpose of
this Ordinance the term full service meal shall
constitute what one would -normally consume as a
meal. No consumption of alcoholic liquors shall be
allowed in a lounge or waiting area.

(3) No alcohelic liguors shall be sold before 11:00 A.M.
A1l sales of alcoholic liquors shall cease at the
time food sales and service in the establishment
cease, except that in no event shall alcoholic
liquors be sold after 11:00 P.M.

(4) No sign in the H-1 zone refers to this serving of
alcoholic drink except by the use of the word
"drinks".

Antiques.

Arts and crafts objects, supplies, plus their incidental

creation provided there is little or no reproduction of

identical objects.

Books, magazines, newspapers, stationery, except adult book
store.

Clothing, shoes, drygoods.

Cosmetics, notions, hobby supplies.

Flowers and plants.

Food and non-aicoholic drink for consumption on premises or
off, but not drive-in facility; on-premise consumption may
be outdoors if the food and non-alcoholic drinks have been
prepared indoors.

Furniture, household furnishings.

Jewelry.
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73

73

15

15

37

21

SECTION 33.8. (H-1)

K. Outdoor sales and related display of “traditional
handcrafted items" (as defined in Article 10-10 R.O. 1974)
provided the installation is on specified portions of the
public sidewalk (including porch) along the east side of
San Felipe Street, NW, as permitted by Section 10-10-7.B.
R.0. 1974, the Business Solicitations Ordinance.

(1) Outdoor sales and related display on public
right-of-way for the San Felipe de Neri Fiesta
(traditionally the first weekend in June) is not
restricted by this ordinance.

Services:

a. Barber, beauty.

b. Day care center.

¢. Hotel, motel.

d. Instruction in music, dance, fine arts, or crafts.

e. Interior decorating.

f. Photographer's studio, except adult photo studio.

g. Tailoring, dressmaking;

h. Theater, except adult theater.

Sign, off-premise, as provided 1in Section 40.E. of this

ordinance, as provided in the H-1 specific development

guidelines which may be adopted, and further provided:

a. Location. No farther than 20 feet from:

(1) The intersection point of the public right-of-way
lines of two streets or alleys, or

(2) The intersection of public right-of-way and a parking
lot with over 20 automobile and light truck parking
spaces.

b. Size. The sign area relating to any one business shall not
exceed one-half square foot.

c. Height. Sign height shall not exceed ten feet.
d. Illumination. No sign that flashes or blinks shall be

permitted. No visible bulbs, neon tubing, luminous paints,
or piastics shall be permitted as part of any sign.
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SECTION 33.8.

21

37

21

(H-1)

Motion. No sign shall move. No streamers shall be
permitted.

Lettering. No business sign shall have more than one style
of lettering as specified by the H-1 specific development
guidelines and filed at the Planning Division. A sign
shall not have more than two colors. No character shall be
over 1.5 inches high.

Sign, on-premise, as in Section 40.E. of this ordinance as
provided in the H-1 specific development guidelines which may
be adopted and further provided:

a.

~ Location:

(1) A1l signs attached to a structure fronting on Old
Town Plaza or within a 150 foot radius of the
exterior boundaries of the Plaza Park shall be wall
signs or canopy signs.

(2) Business not fronting on Old Town Plaza and not
within a 150 foot radius of the exterior boundaries
of the Plaza Park may have free-standing or
projecting signs, provided the Planning Director
finds such sign type and plan reasonable and
necessary for visibility.

Number. No more than two signs are permitted for any one
business except that a business having frontage on two or
more streets will be allowed a total of three signs. A
composite group of small signs integrated into one framed
unit shall be considered as one sign.

Size:
(1) No wall sign's area shall exceed eight square feet.

(2) No non-wall sign's area shall exceed three square
feet on each of one or two sides.

Height. No sign shall exceed the height of the nearest
facade, eaves, or fire wall of a building.

ITlumination. No sign that flashes or blinks shall be
permitted. No visible bulbs, neon tubing, luminous paints,
or plastics shall be permitted as part of any sign.

Motion. No sign shall move. No streamers shall be
permitted.
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21

37

37

21

SECTION 33.D. (H-D)

g. Lettering. No cne sign shall have more than two styles of
lettering as specified by the H-1 specific development
guidelines and filed at the Planning Division. Normally a
sign shall not have more than three colors, but the
Landmarks and Urban Conservation Commission may approve a
sign with additional colors in cases where its effect
better achieves the purposes of the H-1 zone.

h. Exceptions:

(1) Standard copyrighted signs offering information on
incidental services or recommendations, e.g., AAA or
Visa, are permitted in addition to normal sign
allowances, provided:

-(a) They conform to all provisions contained in this
section except 8.g. of this subsection which
controls colors and lettering style.

(b) They are inside a window.
(¢c) No sign's area shall exceed 16 sguare inches.

(2) Signs indicating "open" and "closed" are permitted in
addition to normal sign allowances if they are less
than ‘1.5 square feet in area.

Specific Development Guidelines.

The Landmarks and Urban Conservation Commission shall with all due
speed approve specific development guidelines for the H-1 zone at a
public meeting duly advertised and publicized areawide. The
specific development gquidelines shall establish «criteria and
standards for evaluation of applications for Certificates of
Appropriateness in the H-1 zonme and shall specify the types of
applications for a Certificate of Appropriateness which may be
approved by the Planning Director. The specific development
guidelines shall be consistent with the provisions of the
ordinance. The guidelines may be amended by the Landmarks and Urban
Conservation Commission at a public hearing duly advertised and
publicized areawide at any time. Specific development guidelines
shall be adopted or amended only after receiving a recommendation on
the proposal from the Planning Commission.

Special Approval Required:

1. Any construction, modification, addition, alteration, moving,
or destruction which would affect the exterior appearance of
any structure or place in the H-1 zone requires a Certificate
of Appropriateness which must be approved by the Landmarks and
Urban Conservation Commission.
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SECTION 33.D.
21

21,77 E.
77 F.
21,77 G.
77 H.
77 I.
21,

77 J.

(H-1)

2. A Certificate of Appropriateness shall also be required for any
construction, medification, addition, alteration, moving, or
destruction which would affect the exterior appearance of any
structure or place within 300 feet of the H-1 zone excluding
public right of way. However, land zoned R-1 is excluded from
this requirement. Procedures for applications for Certificates
of Appropriateness shall be the same as those established by
the Landmarks and Urban Conservation Ordinance for HO Historic
Overlay Zones. The applications shall be evaluated according
to the c¢riteria established by the Landmarks and Urban
Conservation Ordinance and the standards for architectural
style and visual character in the H-1 Historic Zone. This
requirement shall apply until such time as the HO Historic
Overlay Zone has been applied to the area around the H-1 zone.
Thereafter, the requirements for the HQO Historic QOverlay Zone
shall apply and the boundaries shall be as established by the
HO Historic Overlay Zone.

3.  Approval of Certificates of Appropriateness shall be by the
Landmarks and Urban Conservation Commission unless the adopted
special development guidelines authorize the Planning Director
to make the decision.

Height. Structures shall not exceed 26 feet in height, except as
provided in Section 40.C. of this ordinance. However, the Landmarks
and Urban Conservation Commission may require lower structure height
where such is found appropriate to the scale of the immediate area.

Lot Size. No requirements.

Setback. The Landmarks and Urban Conservation Commission may
require setbacks up to but not exceeding those specified in the R-I
zone where such are found important to the scale and character of
the immediate area.

Density. A floor area ratio of 0.75 is the maximum permitted.

Off-Street Parking. None, except one properly paved off-street
loading space of at least 9 by 25 feet shall be provided for every
commercially-used premises; however, such parking space is required
only to the extent on-premise ground space is available.

Special Use Permits for Qutdoor Retailing.

1. Special use permits for outdoor retailing on land other than
public right-of-way may be granted. The provisions of Section
42. of this ordinance govern the process of approving or
voiding such special use permits, with the exception of the
identity of the decision maker and the criteria for decision,
which are as provided below in this subsection.
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CSECTION 33.J. (H-1)

The Landmarks and Urban Conservation Commission holds the
hearing and makes the decision on granting a special use permit
for outdoor retailing. The Commission may impose conditions
necessary to meet the stated criteria for granting special use
permits.

Criteria for decision are that a special use permit for outdoor
retailing shall be approved if and only if, in the
circumstances of the particular case and under the conditions
of the Certificate of Appropriateness, the outdoor retailing is
found to meet all the following criteria:

a. It is restricted to outdoor sales and display of
"traditional handcrafted items" <(as defined in Article
10-10 R.0. 1974) and non-mass-produced bread;

b. It is at a historically validated location, as evidenced by
-its having been occupied by outdoor retailing on most
summer days since July 1, 1973; the space of the retailing
activity shall be no larger than has generally been used
during this period, and may be restricted to a smaller
space;

¢. The appearance of the outdoor retailing shall be controlled
by a Certificate of Appropriateness approved at the same
time the special wuse permit i:7 granted, or as such
certificate may subsequently be amended; and

d. The retailing will not be injurious to the adjacent
property and uses or to the historic Old Town area.
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APPENDIX B
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION



RIO GRANDE BOULEVARD CORRIDOR PLAN TIMETABLE

May 22, 1985
Council District 2
Town Meeting

Citizens request a planning study for Rio Grande
Blvd.

July 10, 1985
Councilor Griego sends
memo_to Planning Dept.

Requests that planning study be scheduled

December 1985
Citizen Advisory Group
formed (6 members) and

meets with planning staff

Scopes planning process

Januvary 22, 1986
Citizen Advisory Group

meets with planning staff

Approves preliminary work program

Februvary 13, 1986
Citizen Advisory Group

meets with_planning staff

Plans first public meeting

February 19, 1986
1st public meeting
Valley H.S. 7-9p.m.

120 people attend
50 sign up to work on plan (Core Group)
Concerns and suggestions listed

March 6 and 12, 1986
Citizen Core group
field trips

Area citizens walk along Rio Grande Blvd. with
with staff planners and note site specific
concerns in sketchbooks

Sketchbook comments are transferred to a 9' map
by planning staff

March 26,1986

Technical Team
(composed of reps.

from City agencies,
utility companies and
special interest groups
such as the Paralyzed
Amerijcan Veterans meets

Field trip of boulevard

Reviews citizen concerns and suggestions from wall
map and other issues listed by subject from
correspondence received Feb. 19 - March 23

Team discusses what they believe is possible and
make further suggestions

April 2, 1986
Core_Group meeting

Initial goals listed

April 23, 1986
Technical Team meeting

Review citizen goals and topics for eventual plan

April 30, 1986
Core_Group meeting

Goals discussed and clarified

May 17, 1986

Rio Grande Corridor Land-

scape Architect Workshop

New Mexico Natural History

Landscape architects donate time to draw
conceptual plans for 5 key areas in the plan area

Museum
June 12, 1986
Public meeting
Valley High School
1-9_p.m.
February/March 1987

Review sketch ptan which includes:

Purpose of the Plan

Background

Proposed goals, objective and recommendations
Draft released in-house
Informal Reviews (form and content)

Planning Division and Interagency Technical Team

March 1987

Draft Revisions

June 1987

First Draft Plan released to public
Public Meeting to discuss Draft Plan
Task Force formed to_work on draft

July — September 1987

Task Force Meetings to discuss Design Overlay
Zone and Capital Project proposals

Second draft released for Public and Technical

May 1988
Team comment and review
June 1988 Citizen and Technical Team comments due

July/August 1988

Draft revisions and fipal _in-house review

August/September 1988

Interagency review. Staff report prepared for
public hearings

October 1988

Study sessions with LUCC, CPC and EPC
EPC Hearing 10/27/88 (recommended adoption)

November 1988

CPC Hearing_11/4/88 (recommended adoption)

January 1989

City Council Public Hearing
LUCC Presentation

February 1989

Board of County Commissioners Public Hearing
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1.

2.

3.

CITIZEN COMMENTS 1986
IONING AND ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES

CONCERNS:

Allowing SU (special use) zoning
on smaller tracts along RGB.

Keeping existing zoning.

RGB.

Zoning Administration...
(Q: How to enforce it?)

-B-4-

SUGGESTIONS:

If this does not end in higher den-
sity, higher traffic or commercial
use.

Perhaps for townhomes, but not for
commercial uses.

Proposed plans should be rigorously
reviewed in light of upcoming plan.

Avoid apartments - small tracts

Would keep C1 south of Indian
School. No new commercial zoning
past there.

Agree.

Agree with C-1 predominantly south
of Indian School & RA-2
predominately north. Creation of
new C-1 zoned parcels north of
Indian School should be prohibited.

Difficult to change the zoning but
when a developer requests a change
allow low density ] story
townhomes on 3000 sq. ft. lots.

Would hate to see any R zoning
switched to C-1.

Decisions shotld be published
publicly and officials held more
accountable for their decisions.

Rio Grande Corridor Group should
become a central group for all
local neighborhood groups in order
to monitor zone change requests.

The City Zoning Enforcement Offi-
cers can enforce existing zoning.

City can use existing powers to put
Rio Grande in a paving district and
place a sidewalk where they have
easements and eliminate encroach-
ments that are there.



Zoning & Architectural Guidelines
(cont.)

CONCERNS

3. Zoning Administration (cont.)

4.

Defining Architectural Guidelines
- for residential developments
- for commercial development
- for high density residential

Limiting development to 1/4 acre
tracts may not work for retired
persons.

Need housing alternatives

for the elderly to remain within
the neighborhood.

-B-5-

SUGGESTIONS

Zoning & Design guidelines must be
enforced.

Notify all RG residents when zoning
application changes are made - so
group or a chosen representative
can be present at hearings.

Guidelines to be compatible for
different uses.

Guidelines to be strict and con-
sistent.

Guidelines to include height
Timitations on new buildings
along RGB - two stories.
Guidelines to include single
family uses on larger lots

Should encourage single family
homes or perhaps "patio style"
as exists in Thomas village.
Buildings should be in "south-
west style" (i.e., territorial,
adobe, etc.)

A property owner has the right to
decorate in his own way - I do not
want a committee to designate good
taste - property owner should not
infringe on peace and tranquility
of neighbors.

Allow the few remaining pieces of
property to be rezoned into com-
pounds to retain the flavor of R.G.

Establish set-back Timits
from existing housing for future
developments.

No increase in density. A vacant
lot can be beautiful.

Yes, on establishing set-back
limits.

Again, "patio home" alternative to
large condo development should



Zoning & Architectural Guidelines
(Cont.)

CONCERNS:

5. Limiting development to 1/4 acre...
(cont.)

6. Two story buildings on small streets
don't have adequate parking spaces

7. Do not want high density apartment
development on RGB (1like on Mont-
gomery)

8. Townhomes along RGB may not be a
desirable use

9. Limit commercial development
along RGB.
- specifically from Indian School
North
- smatl commercial buildings,
adjacent to quality residential
use is a "problem"

-B-6-

SUGGESTIONS:

answer both this concern and the
opposite feeling that we "don't
want another Montgomery"

It would help eliminate chopped up
nature of some very small develop-
ments --Could do more landscaping

Would like set back limits larger
than 20' or some restriction to
conform with existing set backs.

Also block views of existing homes.
No two stories.
See #4.

Agreed.

Would require R-2 or R-3 zoning,

of which there is almost none along
RGB.

Definitely not.

Continued development of town
homes should be of good quality.

Small clusters of town homes may
be right along RGB.

If owned by residents - they seem
to be ok - if rentals -- property
isn't cared for

No such thing. Open Space is the
issue.

Keep present zoning.

If property done with limit on ac-
cess and off-street parking

Fast food stores not wanted

Brings on more traffic lights and
congestion - It's not Juan Tabo

No large shopping centers. No pin-
ball arcades or video shops. Would
lTike to see the one at RG & Indian
School closed.



Zoning & Architectural Guidelines
(Cont.)

CONCERNS:

9. Limit commercial... (cont.)

10. Central Ave. to I-40 is NOT in
character w/Southwestern style.
- mixed industrial and commercial
land use does not fit.

11. Lack of quality grocery shopping in
the area.

_B-7-

SUGGESTIONS:

Fast foods are not all bad but no
expansion or increase of existing
C-1.

I agree. Prohibiting additional

commercial zoning north of Indian

School will provide two benefits:

1) Semi-rural residential charac-
ter will be maintained.

2) Better quality development & re-

development of existing commer-
cially-zoned properties on RGB
and nearby 12th & 4th Streeets
will be encouraged. The North
Valley does not need another
commercially strip-zoned
arterial.

Fast food establishments require
C-2 zoning, which is fairly scarce
along RGB.

The owner of C-1 or C-2 property
would have difficulty downgrading

to R-1 or RT due to value.

Have guidelines for vacant lots.

- Stucco side of State distributors

- landscape - to soften harsh
large cinderblock building

If we take care of what we have
this area may take care of itself.

I think Lota Burger did a good job -

next to the "Castiles" which are
looking rather junky & over de-
veloped.

Redesign signs and traffic lights

as per Broadway/Central.
Concentrate signs if possible.

Most people don't mind going to 4th

Street. Redevelop Safeway
Central.

Don't agree.



Zoning & Architectural Guidelines
(Cont.)

CONCERNS:

11. Lack of guality grocery....(cont.)

12. Some like the land-use mix existing
along RGB.

13. Zone Changes

SUGGESTIONS:

Smith's and Safeway on Central west
of the river, Smith's at 12th & In-
dian School, Foodtown at 12th &
Candelaria, Furrs & Safeway at 4th
Griegos, Smith's at 4th & Solar and
other stores further north on 4th.
RGB area residents have always had
to drive for groceries.

Safeway went out of business on
Central and Rio Grande. Appears
not to have demand for their kind
of store. ,

Foodtown on 12th is convenient -
but most area residents avoid it
whole shopping center could stand
a nice remodel - potential of
business is great - with Matthew
Meadows etc. around and Thomas
Village

I disagree here. This is why we
need zoning.

Prohibit unfinished houses and
walls. Put time limitation to
conform.

Allow more time from posting to
public hearing for zoning changes
and variances also try to hold
these after working hours so more
residents could attend.

BICYCLE TRAILS

1. Inadequate access to bosque
bike trails

-B-8-

Bike path along RG - dangerous -
possibly put both bike paths on
one side - and hedge or tree line
and separate from traffic. Paths
should be cleaned at Teast 1 time
a month.

Would set up MRGCD service roads
along ditches as walkways - they
currently are dangerous because
of roving dogs and have "no tres-
passing" signs.

Clean & landscape ditches.



BICYCLE TRALLS

CONCERNS:

Bicycle lane prasently is not good.
(unsafe)

Q: Should bicycles be on the ditches
right-of-way? Is this safe?

THE BRIDGE

No place for a bridge in the
historic area.
(Q: which bridge? Montano?)

How should traffic should flow
between the new bridge to be
constructed and RGB?

Improved Bridge Design

B-9-

SUGGESTIONS:

Develop a map showing present

bike trails and go from there.
Possibly an agreement with

water conservancy district.

Locate bike trails on the clear
water ditches.

Plant a hedge between the bike
paths and RGB.

Separate cars from bike path.
Coordinate with Los Ranchos de
Albuquerque and the City for
use of bike and equestrian
trails

Lower RG speed 1imit to 30 mph and
enforce it

If bike is used for exercise then
use off Boulevard facilities

No Montano Bridge.
How is Montano to go across RG?

I'sn't there a Montano Neighborhood
Association? At Episcopal Church
on Montano.

Too political.

No RG access from the Paseo del
Norte Bridge - Traffic is too
heavy now.

Definitely. RGB area residents
should have access to Montano
Road.

Construct Montano to pass under
RGB.

Don't require tunnels. Include
earth banks and planting, if we
have to have a bridge.

Put an I-40 off vramp at 12th
Street to lower RG traffic and
encourage redevelopment of the
existing shopping area.



SPECIFIC LOCATION PROBLEMS

CONCERNS:

At Mountain Road and RGB on the
west side, the south side of the
street is not widened.

At Soto Rd.-closed to traffic
Problem with dust...

(Q: Is it closed now? Should
it be closed?)

At Central and RGB - parking lots
should be better indicated.

Ingress/egress is limited

in residential areas, west of
Mountain and RGB intersection.
Also, accesses are limited to new
developments

Traffic light at I-40 & RGB makes
westward movement onto I-40 diffi-
cult

SUGGESTIONS:

All feeders onto RGB should be
cleared for easy flow of traffic

City is presently realigning the
intersection of New York and
Central and bridging the ditch by
Montoya and Thompson to improve

access to Mountain Road & Gabaldoun
from Central Ave. This should re-
lieve traffic on the narrow sect‘on
of Mountain west of Rio Grande.

Would close to thru traffic.

See environment people.

Limit parking.

Zoning and planning need to take
traffic flow & parking problems
into account before granting bldg.
permits.

See #1. That project should im-
prove access to these areas from
Central.

Could Sawmill become a potential
access area to RGB? It is better
than some other pocket areas.

It will be rezoned if developers
get a hold of it.

Don't agree.

LANDSCAPING

Need more landscaping.

- specifically at I-40 intersection

- specifically along the medians
(turning lanes)

- specifically NOT along the medians

(obstructs view)

~8-10-

Use native plants.
Use plants Southwestern in nature.
Use cottonwoods

Agree. Similar to Big-I
Tandscaping.

If utilities could go underground
then a treelined street (ie. Ridge-
crest) would be pretty.



Landscaping (Cont.)
CONCERNS:

2. Clean-up and landscape the ditches

3. Encourage neighbors to maintain the
existing Tandscaping

4. Preserve the cottonwoods

-B-11-

SUGGESTIONS:

Would be hard as Conservancy mows

down & burns. Think alot of money
would be wasted. Like the natural
feeling of the ditches.

Carefully selected native plants
planted along the ditchbanks would
be practically maintenance-free.

Remove dead trees along the
Boulevard.

Litter from motorists is a big
problem for landowners on RG. Laws
should be strictly enforced.

Publish voluntary guidelines and
suggestions for property owners a-
Tong the boulevard, with recommen-
dations for certain plants, visual
impact of different fencing mater-
fals. Maintain clear-site triangle
at intersections, etc.

Owners are responsible for their
property but not to be dictated to
by committee unless if  they
infringe on neighbors

As areas are improved it might be
contagious

Agree and add more.

Encourage planting of new ones.
Provide young cottonwoods at low
cost to interested homeowners for
planting. Plant on a RG median.

Make available mountain cottonwoods
at a reasonable price of sufficient
size to grow in 5 years to a self-

maintaining tree.



1.

2.

CONCERNS:

Traffic direction signage is
overdone.

"Neon-Sign Syndrome"
(Q: is it a growing problem?)

316N

SUGGESTIONS:

Combine signs & street names where
possible as at Broadway & Central
also lighting.

Agree.
Zoning should ot allow this.

The City sign ordinance and the Ti-
mited amount o commercial zoning
north of Indiaa School seem to
minimize this problem. South of
Indian School limited signage of
commercial ¢ operties could be en-
couraged.

Agree, if we allow more C-1.
Don't want to see any more on RG

ie. flags at Plaza Victoria don't
care for at all.

MAINTENANCE QF RURAL ATMOSPHERE

Restore RGB to its "earlier
beauty"

North section of RGB, past I-40
should be kept rural.
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Cannot turn back the clock to 40
acre fields.

This is really the theme of the Rio
Grande Plan

Trees and walks like Lomas Blvd.
from 1st to West Central

At least try to preserve what's
left

Do not allow smaller than 1/4 acre
lots on RGB.
Prohibit further widening of RGB.

1/4 acre is not desirable. Few
people want to put R-1 facing
R.G. even if there are any such
properties available.

No more commercial zoning.
Agree with 1st two suggestions.



Maintenance of Rural Atmosphere

(cont.)
CONCERNS
2. North section of RGB,...

3.

Preserve the OPEN areas along RGB
keep OPEN SPACES along RGB.

Maintain agricultural/open space
Tands

UTILITIES

CONCERNS:

Need more street lighting
(enhance safety)

Petitioned for more lighting around
RGB - Cherokee & Arbor and were
denied.
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SUGGESTIONS:

Predominant RA-2 zoning allows 3
DUs per acre. Most property owners
would not consent to downzoning.

Change #2 to "past Indian School"
south of Indian School is already
almost entirely commercial.

Montano Bridge should make widening
of RGB north of Montano
unnecessary.

Keep openings and large set-
backs along RGB, in order to
maintain the views.

Purchase some of the existing
"OPEN LAND" (undeveloped) and
maintain it as is.

Define and maintain greenbelts
along RGB.

Can the city invest in buying
property?

Consider purchase of land at RG
and Campbell for a park

Agree with 1st three suggestions.
- Establish an "information pool™
for selling properties within

the area..(could it be an infor-
mal network?)

SUGGESTIONS:
Move utilities underground.

Move poles off sidewalks and pur-
chase land to relocate.

Very expensive and involves getting
lots of easements.

If poles are still needed for

street lights, 1is the cost of
moving utifities underground
justified?



1.

PEDESTRIAN ACCESS

CONCERNS

Existing sidewalks are unsafe in
some areas.

Improve pedestrian environment north

Mountain Road.

I-40 & RGB intersection isn't acces-
sible by foot or bike

SUGGESTIONS:

Combine signs and street names
where possible as at Broadway &
Central

Add concrete sidewalks

or brick sidewalks

Make sidewalks either all con-
crete or all dirt, but be con-
sistent.

Locate sidewalks only one ONE
side of RGB.

Put both bike trails on one side

of RG and widen the sidewalk on the
other. Prohibit parking on R.G.
(State Law for this?)

Absence of existing sidewalks along
much of the Boulevard is an oppor-
tunity to consider alternatives

to ordinary sidewalks: wider walks
landscaped parkways, different
materials such as brick or exposed
aggregate, etc., especially in
commercial area from Mountain to
Indian School.

Locating sidewalks only one side of
RGB - worth looking into.

Add sidewalks.

If have large tract of land could
be very costly. I think that's
why some are exempt from sidewalks
now - with agricultural zoning

North of Indian School is predomi-
nantly residential, so pedestrian
traffic may be tighter. Concrete
sidewalks beside open ditches would
not be stable. Clearing the pedes-
trian area of obstaclies is more im-
portant than paving every inch with
concrete sidewalk.

- Possible pedestrian overpass or
"bridge-1ike" crossing at I-40 &
RGB.



Pedestrian Access
(Cont.)

CONCERNS:
3. I-40 & RGB intersection...(cont.)

4. Pedestrian traffic at South Plaza
crossing RGB is dangerous.

5. Cultural Areas should be pedes-
trian oriented.

SUGGESTIONS:

Too impractical. Pedestrians
would not climb a bridge that
high. Make the underpass more
attractive with landscaping &
clearly mark pedestrian crossings
of entrance and exit ramps with
heavily painted and reflectorized
crosswalks.

Widen pedestrian paths along RGB

at the 01d Town area, if possible,
without tearing down  historic
structures.

Place traffic lights back 50' at
intersections to allow safe cros-
sing.

Steps should be taken to indi-
cate pedestrian access.

Make pedestrian areas attractive.
Clearly differentiate auto areas
from pedestrian areas.

More more signs.

As more parking lots are construc-
ted around O1d Town, perhaps on-
street parking could be eliminated
in some areas and pedestrian area
expanded into the street.

MISCELLANEQUS

1. Need to enforce the DOG Ordinance
at the Rio Grande Nature Center...
loose and/or biting dogs are a
problem

2. Bus stop shelters:
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Throughout bosque and on neighbor-
hood streets.

Would be targets for vandalism &
graffiti. To encourage more people
to ride the bus, take the money not
spent on bus shelters and buy
another bus to add to the route to
decrease waiting time.



PLANNING PARTICIPANTS

The following lists of Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor planning participants
include people who either signed attendance lists at working meetings, design
workshops and field trips or who requested that all meeting notices and
information be mailed to them. Attendance lists from general information
meetings are not included. Complete attendance lists may be examined in the
Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor Plan files stored in the Planning Department's
Planning Division.

RIO GRANDE BOULEVARD CORRIDOR
ZONING AND DESIGN REGULATIONS TASK FORCE
(SUMMER 1987)

Pat Bryan Gilbert Lopez
Linda Christiansen Gloria Lopez
Trenton Cleff Marcia Lubar
Cathy Cronin Ramon Mondragon
Dorothy Doolittle Vera Olsen

John Doolittle Bob Ruth

Steve Ewing Judy Griego Ruth
Mark Feldman Carolyn Siegel
Yolanda Homann David Siegel
Winifred Kimbrough Mary Elizabeth Williams
Tim Kraft Steve Williams

RIO GRANDE BOULEVARD CORRIDOR PLAN
DESIGN CHARETTE PARTICIPANTS
(MAY 1986)

Marti D. Burkhead
Don Dean
Garri Dryden
Steve Ewing
Liz Fish
Colleen K. Frenz
Lou Harrington
Bonnie B. Markle
Baker Morrow
Pedro S. Pena
Bill Perkin
Trancito Romero
Diane Scena
Joel Weoldridge
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RIO GRANDE BOULEVARD CORRIDOR PLAN
CORE _PLANNING GROUP

Stephan Akin (Advisory Group)
Glenda & Dick Alexander
Richard Allen (deceased 1988)
Joe Almers

Michael Anderson

Sarah Anderson

Tom and Betsy Anderson
Kathleen Avila

Bill Baca

Patrick J. Baca

Ben Michael Barreras

Jane Batten

James Barela

Sarah Baumgartner

Lee C. Benjamin

Harold and Betty Berg
Fabrizio Bertoletti
Barbara Bogeson

Frances and Arsenio Brito
James T. Brown

Bill and Naomi Burns

P. R. Candelaria

Dorothy Castillo

Carmen Chavez

C. E. Chiselin

Max Cisneros, Jr.

Jeff Clark

Trenton Cleff

Val Cole (Horseways, Inc.)
Jasper Coombes (Advisory Group)
Carlos Cordova

Hap Crawford

C. Cronin

Gloria Cruz

J. C. Cunningham

Hi1 Davidson

Lynn Meyer Davis

Art De La O (Advisory Group)
Don Dean

Anthony Deck

Tom Dooles

Mary T. Dooney

Rick Dulas, MRGCOG

Jim Ellis

Cori Ewing
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Mark and Dede Feldman
Ellen Fitzpatrick Co. Realtors
Steve D. Gallegos

Joyce Gammill

Mrs. John A. (Lucy) Garcia
Leroy Garcia

Rudy J. Garcia

Rosemary Thompson Glenn
Joe Gochnaurer

James W. Graham

Vincent E. Griego

Fred Gurule

Margarite Haner

Emil and Louise Hargett
Carol Harlan

Elaine Harlan

Kathryn Harris

Walter Haussamen

Martin Hibbs

Kyra Hidalgo

Gwen Hill

Yolanda Homann

Elwood P. Hopkins

Mark Hoverstein

Felix Iovanni

Gerald Joseph

Winifred Kimbrough
James and Myrtle Kitts
Ingrid Kline

Jeffrey M. Kloer

Karl Koehnig

John Koontz

Tim Kraft

Becki Kriets

Dan Kutvirt (Advisory Group)
Elida Lechuga

Shirley Leslie

Phyllis Loeta

Emma E. Luke

Jim Maddox

Margaret Mann

Phil and Jackie Martin
Hugh and Flora Maxwell
David McConaughy

Edith Miller



RIO GRANDE BOULEVARD CORRIDOR PLAN
CORE PLANNING GROUP
(Continued)

Ellie Mitchell

Elaine Mondragon

Ramon and Maria Mondragon
Murl Moore

J. R. Nehin

Jay Neiman

Jack and Theri Newson
James R. O'Connor

Rick and Vera Olson

Frank and Veronica Padilla
C. V. Pearce

Paul and Linda Pino
Jennifer Pruett

C. B. Romaine

John F. Romero

E11is and Juanita Roper
Alice Rowe

Ben Ruiz

Bob & Judy Griego Ruth (Adv. Group)
Arnold Sargeant

Louise Sargent

Diane Scena

Matthew Schmader

Virginia Schneider

Stephen and Bev Schoonover

Ann Sei

Eleanor Sewell

Ruth Simmons

Ed Slatkin

Tom Slatkin

Greg Solove

Leonard and Paula Spillman
Pat Stelzner

Gary Stiler

William Stratvert

John Tansey

Jody Taylor

Hubert Teague

Ronald D. Tingley

Mr. and Mrs. Chester Tozer
Chris Urfer

Mrs. Yvonne Valencia
Orlando Vigil, District II
Robert Walters

Laura Ann Campbell-Williams
Mary E. Williams

Steve Williams

Tomas Zamora

Larry Zamzok

RIO GRANDE BOULEVARD CORRIDOR PLAN
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS

North Valley Neighborhood Assoc.

North Valley Neighborhood Assoc./ACORN
Plaza Vieja Neighborhood Assoc.

Rio Grande Blvd. Neighborhood Assoc.
San Felipe 01d Town Assoc.

Thomas Village Neighborhood Assoc.
West Sawmill Neighborhood Assoc.

Alvarado Gardens Neighborhood Assoc.
Arbor Neighborhood Association

Central Avenue Corridor Corporation
Concerned Neighbors of Los Duranes/ACORN
Huning Castle Neighborhood Assoc.
Matthew Meadows Homeowners Association
Middle Rio Grande Homeowners Assoc.
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APPENDIX C
APPLICABLE PLANS, POLICIES AND ORDINANCES



APPLICABLE PLANS, POLICIES AND ORDINANCES

The following plans and ordinances contain pertinent policies for the
Rio Grande Boulevard Corridor Plan area. Studies provide guidelines for the
corridor.

ADOPTED RANK I PLAN
The Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan
ADOPTED RANK II PLANS

1987 Transportation Program for the Albuquerque Urban Area

Long Range Major Street Plan

Bikeways Master Plan

Transit Development Plan

(A11 of the above Rank II Plans are elements of the Transportation Program for
the Albuquerque Urban Area)

Facility Plan: Electric Transmission and Subtransmission

ADOPTED RANK III PLANS

Huning Castle/Raynolds Sector Development Plan

0ld Town Sector Development Plan

Sawmill Sector Development Plan

Los Duranes Sector Development Plan

Los Griegos Sector Development Plan (Historic District only)
Mid North Valley District Plan, Community Renewal Program

ADOPTED ORDINANCES

Article 7-14-33, the H-1 Historic Old Town Zone in the Comprehensive City
Zoning Code.

The Comprehensive City Zoning Code

The Comprehensive County Zoning Code

The Sidewalk Ordinance

The Street Tree Ordinance

The Subdivision Ordinances (City and County)

The Curb Cut Ordinance

The City Forester Ordinance

CITY STUDIES

Water Based Recreation Study
Underground Subtransmission Feasibility Study

OTHER STUDIES
North Valley Highways, North Valley Neighborhoods Association, Save the Valley

Ad Hoc Committee, April 1972.
Preserving the North Valley Atmosphere, North Valley Neighborhoods Association.
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FROM CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE REVISED ORDINANCES

ARTICLE VI

SIDEWALKS

8-6-1 SHORT TITLE.

This Sidewalk, Drive Pad, Curb and Gutter Ordinance may be
cited as "The Sidewalk Ordinance.” _
(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-2 - INTENT.

The Sidewalk Ordinance is hereby declared to be remedial
and is intended to secure the following objectives:

A. Provision for safe, convenient, and un-
obstructad paths for pedestrians;

B. Provision for the necessary separation be-
tween pedestrians, vehicles, utilities, and street
furniture;

C. Provision for safe and efficient driveways
and street drainage;

D. Clear delineation and protection of the
public right-of-way;

E. Normally sidewalks shall be constructed of
concrete, but other paving materials are acceptable when
meeting reasonable standards provided for herein for
material performance, construction methods and public
safety.

F. Authorization Yo permit property owners to
engage their own contractor or install sidewalks themselves
so long as the requirements of this and other applicable
ordinances are met.

(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-3 PEDESTRIAN SIDEWALK, DRIVE PAD, AND CURB AND
GUTTER REQUIRED.

All properties within the City of Albuquerque shall have
sidewalk, drive pad and curb and gutter in accordance with

10-1-81 Page 8-6-1
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the standards set forth by the Sidewalk Ordinance, unless a
variance from these standards 1is allowed through the
procedures established by the Sidewalk Ordinance or unless
such facilities were constructed under differing standards
previously in force. Such previously constructed
facilities shall be considered non-conforming and as such
may be repaired and maintained but if and when replacement
becomes necessary shall be replaced according to the
standards or variance procedures of this Ordinance.
Compliance with the provisions of the Sidewalk Ordinance
shall be the responsibility of the property owner.
(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-4 DEFINITIONS.

For the purpose of the Sidewalk Ordinance, words used in
the present tense include the future tense and words used
in the future tense include the present tense; the singular
number includes the plural number and the plural number
includes the singular number. The following definitions

apply:
A. Crosswalk.

1. That part of the streets at an inter-
section which is a prolongation or continuation of the
lateral 1lines of the sidewalk on opposite sides of the
street measured from the curbs, or in the absence of curbs,
from the edge of the traversable street and/or;

2. Any portion of a street, at an inter-
section or elsewhere, distinctly indicated as a pedestrian
crossing by line or other surface markings.

B. Curb., The vertical or steeply sloping
member which forms the standup part of the curb and gqutter
combination or which may be constructed without a gutter
section as a header curb.

C. Curb Cut., Any break in a curb which fa-
cilitates access to or from a street or alley.

D. Drive Pad. A paved vehicular way which

may be either part, all, or not at all within the public

right-of-way and which provides vehicular access from a
public right-of-way to property abutting the right-of-way.

7-1-81 Page 8-6-2
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E. Driveway. A vehicular way which may be
either part, all, or not at all within the public right-of-
way and which provides vehicular access from a public right-
of-way to property abutting the right-of-way.

F. Gutter. A horizontal or slightly sloping
member which may form the base of the curb and gutter combi-
nation and which may be constructed as an integral part of
the curb-gutter combination or may be constructed as a
separate member without curb section.

G. Mayor. The Mayor of the City of Albuquer-
que or his designated representative.

H. Pedestrian. Any person afoot or in a
wheel chair or other similar device.

I. Person. An individual, co-partnership,
joint venture, association, corporation, social club, fra-
ternal organization, estate, trust, business trust, receiver
syndicate, or other group or combination acting as a unit.

J. Public Right-of-Way. The total area of
land deeded, reserved by plat or otherwise acguired by the
City of Albuquerque primarily for the use of the public for
purposes of vehicular and/or pedestrian tratfiec.

K. Setback Area. The part of the public
right-of-way which is not occupied or planned to be
occupied by sStreet, curb, gutter, or sidewalk.

L. Sidewalk. That portion of the public
right-of-way which is primarily devoted to pedestrian use.

M., Street. That portion of the public right-
of-way which is primarily devoted to vehicular use.

N. Street Furniture. Any above grade appur-
tenance placed within the public right-of-way for the
general convenience and use of the public such as, but not
limited to, benches, litter baskets, utility poles, street
lights, traffic control devices, mail boxes, telephones,
fire hydrants, etc.

0. Variance. Allows a variation in the loca-
tion or other requirements of this Qrdinance.

7-1-81 Page 8-6-3
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P. Vehicle. Any device 1in, upon, or by"
which any person or property is or may be transported or
drawn upon a roadway or street.

(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-5 PERMIT REQUIRED.

It is unlawful for any person to lay, construct, or build
any sidewalk, drive pad, or curb and gutter within the City
of Albuquerque without securing a construction permit from
the Mayor. Such permits are in addition to excavation
permits required by the Street Excavation Ordinance of the
City of Albuguerque, Article 8-7 R.O. 1974. Construction
permits shall be either issued or denied within ten (10)
working days of the date of application for such
construction permit. A denial shall be accompanied by
reasons for such denial. Permits shall be invalid |if
construction is not commenced within ten (10) days of the
issuance of the permit and construction shall be completed
within thirty (30) days from the issuance of the permit.

' (219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-6 DESIGN REQUIRED.

Upon application for a construction permit, the applicant
shall submit a plan, or sketch, of the proposed
construction which design plan, or sketch, must be approved
by the Mayor, prior to the issuance of a construction
permit for sidewalk, drive pad, or curb and gutter.
(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-7 GRADE ESTABLISHMENT REQUIRED FOR CURB AND GUTTER.

The Mayor shall in no instance issue a construction permit

for curb, gutter, or curb and gutter until required . grades

have been established or approved by the City Engineer.
(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-8 BOND REQUIRED.

A. A permit may be granted for sidewalk,
drive pad, and/or curb and gutter construction to a
licensed contractor provided said person has on file with
the City of Albuquerque a maintenance bond in the amount of

10-1-81 Page 8-6-4
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at least $5,000 which bond guarantees the completed project
against defects or improper construction for three vyears
from the date of completion. These requirements are
supplemental to the bond requirements set forth 1in the
Street Excavation Ordinance of the City of Aalbuquerque,
Section 8-7-3 R.O. 1974.

B. A permit may be granted for sidewalk and/
or drive pad but not curb .and gutter construction to any
property owner wishing to lay, construct or build his own
sidewalk or drive pad on any public right-of-way abutting
his premises, provided said property owner has on file with
the City of Albuquerque a maintenance bond in the amount of
at least $500 which bond guarantees the completed project
against defects or improper construction for three vyears
from the date of construction. These requirements are in
lieu of the bond requirements set forth in the Street
Excavation Ordinance of the City of Albuguergque, Section
8-7-3 R.0. 1974.

C. When specific City of Albuguergue con-
struction projects under contract require a three vyear
performance bond, the maintenance bond prescribed herein
will not be required.

(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-9 DUTY TO REPAIR AND REPLACE.

Upon detection of any defective sidewalk within three (3)
years from the date of construction, the Mayor shall cause
a notice to be served upon the bonded contractor or bonded
property owner directing that repairs and/or replacement
shall be accomplished within a designated period of time.
Failure to comply with the terms of this notice shall cause
forfeiture of bond.

(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-10 INSPECTION AND GRADE STARKE FEE SCHEDULES AND
PROCEDURES.

A. No grade stakes shall be furnished or
permits for construction be issued until the authorized
inspection fees and/or staking fees have been paid. City
projects or contracts subject to design, inspection and
staking fees shall be exempt from such fees.

10-1-81 Page 8-6-5
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B. Until November 1, 1981, or until amended
by the Mayor according to the provisions below in this
Section, whichever comes sooner, fees shall be as follows:

1. Sidewalks:

a. When Builder stakes grades -- No
staking fee.

Inspection Fee -- 3 1/2 cents per
lineal foot with a minimum fee of $3.50.

b. When City stakes grades -- 9 1/2
cents per lineal foot with a minimum fee of $9.50.

Inspection Fee -- 3 1/2 cents per
lineal foot with a minimum fee of $3.50.

2. Curb and Gutter:

a. When Builder stakes grades -- No
staking fee.

Inspection Fee -- 3 1/2 cents per
lineal foot with a minimum fee of $3.50.

b. When City stakes grades -- 9 1/2
cents per lineal foot with a minimum fee of $9.50.

Inspection Fee -=- 3 1/2 cents per
lineal foot with a minimum fee of $3.50.

3. Excavation permits shall be required
in all cases as provided for in the Street Excavation
Ordinance of the City of Albuquerque, Article 8-7 R.O. 1974.

C. The Mayor shall periodically adopt rules
which amend the fee schedule so that staking fees are set at
City cost or at a level commonly charged by private enter-
prise, whichever is higher, and so that inspection fees are
set at City cost. The fee schedule shall allow the builder
an option as to whether the City stakes the grades. In
setting fees, the Mayor shall publish notice of his proposed
action and give interested persons an opportunity to comment
prior to action. Revised fee schedules enacted by the Mayor
shall be conveyed to the Council and the City Clerk and
shall be brought to the attention of the interested public.

10-1-81 Page 8-6-6
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D. The request for an inspection shall be
given to the City Engineer three (3) working days prior to
placing of concrete or otherwise constructing the sidewalk
in order that necessary sub-grade and form inspections,
etc., can be made.

(219-1972, 39-1981, 83-1981)

8-6-11 SPECIAL IMPROVEMENTS DISTRICTS.

The provisions of the Sidewalk Ordinance shall in no way
preclude the City from establishing sidewalk improvement
districts as may be provided for by the law. The design
and placement of sidewalks, built in sidewalk and/or street
improvement districts shall be done in accordance with
the provisions of the Sidewalk Ordinance as shall all other
sidewalks constructed by public agencies.

(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-12 SETBACK AREA USE.

The setback area may be used for the following public
purposes so long as such uses are not in conflict with the
provisions of this Ordinance or any other applicable
Ordinance:

A, Street furniture.

B. Public and private utility distribution
systems.

C. Planting of trees and/or other suitable
types of vegetation as described in Section 16.A.6 of the
Sidewalk Ordinance.

D. PFences and walls, provided they are
approved by the Mayor in a contract.

E. The above 1listed objects may not be in-
stalled in the normally required sidewalk area, unless a
sidewalk variance 1is given which c¢overs the site and
specifically permits the class of object in gquestion.

F. Decorative paving or other ground cover
not intended for vehicular use.

10-1-81 Page 8-6-7
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G. Drive pad and/or driveway.

H. Bicycle Trails.
(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-13 USE STANDARDS.

A. All sidewalk design plans submitted must
show provision for the mobility, safety, and comfort of the
pedestrian,

B. All sidewalk design plans submitted must
show provision for adequate pedestrian access to abutting
property.

C. All sidewalk design plans submitted must
show how connection to abutting sidewalk, if any, will be
accomplished.

(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-14 DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES.

A. Street Classification. Sidewalk designs
are partially set by street classification. This classifi-
cation is set by the Long Range Major Street Plan, a plan
adopted by the Urban Transportation Planning Policy Board
of the Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments.

B. Sidewalk width.

1. Sidewalks shall be six (6) feet wide
when adjacent to:

a. an arterial street; or

b. a collector street which abuts
land zoned apartment, office, or commercial: R-~-2, R-3, R-4,
o-1, C-1, C-2, C-3, SU-1 or SU-2 for development similar to
that allowed in the other zones in this list, or H-1l; or

C. a local or <collector street which
abuts

(1) the grounds of schools or
churches, or
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(2) land zoned SU-3.

2. Sidewalks shall be four (4) feet wide
when adjacent to a 1local or collector street other than
those included in 1 of this subsection.

C. Sidewalk Location.

1. On arterial streets, sidewalks shall
be located within the right-of-way and the street side of
the sidewalk shall be set back twelve (12) feet from the
back of the curb.

2. On collector, major 1local, and local
streets, sidewalks shall be placed within the right-of-way
and at the property line.

D. Where sufficient right-of-way is not
available, the Mayor may set a special sidewalk location
standard within the right-of-way.

E. Transverse Slope. The transverse slope of
the walk and setback area shall be one-fourth inch (1/4")
per foot, sloping toward the street.

F. Materials. All sidewalk design plans sub-
mitted must specify the materials to be used and any such
material shall conform to the performance standards for
sidewalk materials as established by the Mayor.

G. Site preparation and Inspection. The
Mayor shall be given three work days notice before any
material is placed in order that an inspection may be made
of the sub-grade, the forms, and the spacing for
expansion-contraction Jjoints. The excavating and grading
shall be smoothly and neatly done, and to the proper depth,
all large stones, boulders, roots, other vegetation, and
rubbish of every description being removed from the
sub-grade and the entire work made to conform to the
profile and grade of the walk when finished. Soft, spongy
or loamy areas in the sub-grade must be removed, and the
space refilled with stable material thoroughly compacted in
accordance with the requirements of the Street Excavation
Ordinance of the City of Albugquerque, Article 8-7 R.O. 1974.

H. The person laying a sidewalk shall neatly
and permanently affix to the sidewalk the name of the

4-1-82 Page 8-6-9
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contractor or property owner laying the sidewalk and the
year of the installation. Such information shall be
approximately one-fourth to one-half sguare foot in size.
The information shall be repeated every fifty (S50) running
feet.

I. The Mayor shall establish and promulgate
other appropriate design and construction standards and
regulations for sidewalk, drive pads, curbs and gutters not
inconsistent herewith or other applicable ordinances.

(219-1972, 38-1981, 1-1982)

8-6-15 DESIGN TEAM.

The Mayor is hereby authorized to establish a Design Team
whose responsibilities may include but not be limited to
the following:

A. 1Issuance and review of sidewalk variance
permits,

B. Aanalysis of character and function of
assigned rights-of-way, concluding with specific
recommendation of action programs.

C. Review of sidewalk, drive pad, and curb
and gutter permit application as requested.

D. Review of proposed street paving and/or
sidewalk construction projects as requested.

E. Review of present and proposed street fur-
niture designs of both public and private agencies.

The Design Team shall consist of representatives of City
Departments as designated by the Mayor. Further, one
member of the Design Team shall be designated chairman by
the Mayor and charged with reporting the activities of the
team in a manner and at such time as shall be subsequently
designated by the Mayor.

(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-16  VARIANCES.
A. The Mayor, upon application of the owners

or upon institution of an improvement district, may give a
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variance from any requirements of this ordinance, if it is
found that:

l. The area 1is one which is subject to
site development plan review as a planned unit development
as provided in the Zoning Code, Article 7-14 R.O. 1974, or

2. The area 1is one in which, because of
special functional conditions, it is desirable to maintain
or develop a design plan not consistent with uniform
sidewalk installation as set forth in Section 14 of the
Sidewalk Ordinance, or

3. The area or site has been recognized-
as having historical, archaeological, and/or architectural
significance by the City of Albuquerque, the State of New
Mexico, or the United States of America and in order to
maintain such historical, archaeological, and/or archi-
tectural significance a variance is appropriate, or

4. The area is of low intensity land use
to an extent that the normal installation of sidewalks will
not contribute to the public welfare, or

5. The City's right-of-way 1is insuffi-
cient in width to permit the construction of a sidewalk of
standard dimension and placement, or

6. A sidewalk variance would preserve
trees possessing the following characteristics:

(1) Adaptability to the particular
soil, climate, and moisture conditions of this City:

(2) High resistance to gas, smoake,
and disease;

(3) Freedom from litter and offen-
sive odors;

(4) Wood that 1is not brittle and
thereby easily broken by wind and sleet:

(S) A root structure compatible with
planting in confined areas;
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(6) Long normal life, or

7. There are pre-existing obstructions
that cannot be easily or economically relocated or should
not be altered, such as grades, fills, water courses,
natural topographic features or man-made obstructions, or

8. The adjoining sidewalks are non-
standard as to width and/or locatons, or

9. The established neighborhood charac-
ter or mature landscaping on the site would be damaged to a
degree that outweighs the public utility of the normal
sidewalk requirement.

B. Any variances dranted hereunder are to be
considered permanent unless the use of the property or the
character of the neighborhocod changes; the Mayor can then
review the variance and modify or revoke same.

C. Application for variances for a particu-
lar property or area will not be considered by the Mayor
beyond 30 days after the City Council has acted on Resolu-
tion No. 2 of any assessment district.

(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-17 APPEALS.
A, Jurisdiction

1. Appeal of decisions of the Design Team
is to the Environmental Planning Commission.

2. Appeal of such decisions by the Plan-
ning Commission is to the City Council.

B. Application. A decision of the Design
Team or Planning Commission is final unless appeal |is
initiated by application to the City on prescribed forms
within 15 days of the decision. The date of determination
is not included in the l15-day period for £filing an appeal,
and if the fifteenth day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or
noliday as listed in -the Merit System Ordinance, the next
working day is considered as the deadline for filing tha
appeal.
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C. Fee. A filing fee of twenty dollars ($20)
shall accompany each application for appeal of an initial
appeal decision by the Planning Commission. There is no
fee for other appeals.

D. Hearing and Decision:

1. An appeal shall be heard within sixty
(60) days of its filing. The decision shall be following a
public hearing.

2. The Planning Division shall give
written notice of an appeal, together with a notice of the
date, time, and place of hearing to the applicant, a
representative of the opponents, if any are known, and the
appellant.

3. In hearing an appeal, the Planning

Commission or City Council shall state the key findings of
fact.

(219-1972, 39-1981)

8~6-18 SIDEWALK REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE.

A. All sidewalks shall be kept clean from
rocks and other obstructions, including ice and snow, and
in a state of good repair by the owner, occupants, or
agents in charge of the adjoining property. A sidewalk in
good repair shall be free of cracks, floats, obstructions,
depressions and/or any and all other defects and shall have
a uniform longitudinal and transverse gradient.

B. All areas directly over sidewalks, to a
height of eight (8) feet shall be maintained free of vegeta-
tive or other obstruction by the owners, occupants or agents
in charge of the adjoining property.

C. The sidewalk setback area and all plant-
ings therein shall be maintained by the owners, occupants,
or agents in charge of the adjoining property.

D. No item of street furniture or other item
which would@ obstruct pedestrians or effectively reduce the
width of a sidewalk below the dimensions established in
Section 14 may be placed in, on, over, or under the side-
walk unless a waiver allowing such item is obtained from
the Mayor.
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E. Any owner, occupant, or agent in charge of
adjoining property or street furniture shall be liable to
the City for any claim or demand made upon the City which
arises from a direct or indirect violation of this Ordi-
nance and shall hold the City harmless and indemnify the
City for any such claim or demand. When the Mayor deter-
mines that there is a violation of this section, he may
cause a notice to be served upon the owners, occupants, or
agents in charge of the property or street furniture
adjoining said sidewalk or sidewalk setback area directing
that repair or maintenance or removal of obstructions be
~made at the cost and expense of such owners, occupants, or
agents in charge of the property or street furniture and
the cost of such repairs or maintenance or removal of
obstruction shall constitute a lien against such property
and shall be foreclosed in the same manner provided by law
for the foreclosure of municipal liens.

(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-19 CURB_AND GUTTER.

Curb and gutter shall conform in dimension, material and
placement technique to standards established by the Mayor.
(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-20 DRIVE PAD SPECIFICATIONS.

The grading and excavating for drive pads shall be done in
conformance with the provisions set forth herein and other
applicable ordinances. Drive pads within the public right-
of-way shall be constructed of materials and dimensions
which shall conform to the performance standards for drive
pad materials as established by the Mayor through
nationally approved testing procedures. Drive pad design
shall be established and approved by the Mayor prior to
issuance of construction permits.

(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-21 DRIVE PAD CROSSING OF SIDEWALKS.

Drive pad shall cross the sidewalk on the sidewalk grade
line without depression of the sidewalk where feasible.
(219-1972, 39-1981)

10-1-81 Page 8-6-14

-C-15-



3-6-22 ABANDONED DRIVE PAD.

All drive pads abandoned or no longer being used shall have
the curb and gutter replaced and the sidewalk installed at
the grade of the adjacent sidewalk as provided in the Curb
Cut Ordinance, Article 8-13 R.O. 1974.

(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-23 DRIVE PAD LOCATION AND WIDTH.

The location and width of curb cuts for drive pads shall be
approved by the Mayor prior to issuance of a construction
permit.

(219~-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-24 CURB, GUTTER, SIDEWALK AND DRIVE PAD SUB~GRADE
PREPARATION.

All work of this type shall be performed in accordance with
the requirements of the Excavation Ordinance of the City of
Albuquerque.

(219-1972, 39-1981)

8-6-2